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RESOLUTIONS, Ge. 


RESPECTING THE 


DIS TILLERN I. 
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Epixzuszch, Dec. 16. 1785. 
AT A | 


GENERAL MEETING 


OF FHE 


LANDED INTEREST OF SCOTLAND, 


GEORGE BUCHAN HEPBURN OF SMEATON, ESQ; 
CHOSEN PRESES. 

HE Preſes informed the Meeting, that 

the ſubject for their conſideration 

reſpected the ſtate of the diſtillery in Scot- 


land, which he explained at ſome length; 


and after conſidering this important ſub- 
Ject, the Meeting 


RESOLVED, That the preſent fituation 
of the diſtillery 1n Scotland, 1s 1n many re- 
ſpects peculiarly ſevere ; and that the diſ- 
tillers are entitled to the protection of the 
Landed Intereſt. 


RESOLVED, That the following Noble- 
men and Gentlemen be, and hereby are 
appointed a Committee to confider the 
grievances of the diſtillers, and to report to 
the next General Meeting their opinion 
upon the proper mode of redreſs, and the 
Committee are hereby authoriſed to call 

another 


| 
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| 
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another General Meeting as ſoon as their 
Report ſhall be prepared. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Hopetoun. 
Sir John Dalrymple of Couſland, Bart. 

Sir Wm. Murray of Auchtertyre, Bart. 
Andrew M,Dowall of Logan; Eſq; 

John Francis Erſkine of Mar, Eſq; 
George Buchan Hepburn of Smeaton, Eſq; 
John Fordyce of Ayton, Eſq; ; | 
James Ferguſon of Pitfour, Eiq; 

David Smith of Methven, Eſq; 

James Craig of Pilmuir, Eſq; 


Any three of them to be a quorum, and 
the Preſes of this Meeting, Conveener. 

Meſlrs James Haig and John Atchiſon, a 
Committee of the diſtillers in Scotland. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 


THE EARL OF HOPETOUN PRESS. 


OUR Committee, after repeated Meet- 
ings, and deliberate and ſerious con- 
ſideration of the important ſubject com- 

mitted to them, do report, 
| THAT 


899 
Tnar the preſent mode of levying 


the Revenue upon corn ſpirits, gives occa- 
ſion to corruption and numberlefs frauds, 
from the extenſive diſcretionary powers 
veſted in the inferior officers of Ex- 


ciſe. 


THaT the Revenue, in place of be- 
ing levied in the preſent mode, ſhould be 
changed to an annual licence, to be paid by 


the diſtiller wpor each gallon of bis ſingling 
and doubling ſtills, according to their con- 


tents. 


THAT the duty to be ſo paid, ſhould be 
30s. upon each gallon, both of the * 
ling and the doubling ſtills. 


THAT if the FIERY ſhall be levied 
by this plan, the following advantages 
will reſult from it. 


1/, A LARGE and a productive Reve- 
nue will immediately ariſe to Govern- 
ment, with a moral certainty; that it 

will 
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III. 


IV. 
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will not only encreaſe, but likewiſe that the 7 
diſtillery will become. a very proper ſubject 
of additional . at a f : and not A 
a diſtant period. | 6 18 
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24 aal! this N 0 be cata 
by fewer officers, and at much lefs « eXPence, 
whereby many more officers may be ſta- 
tioned upon the coaſt, to prevent che ſmug- 
gling of foreign ſpirits, without any addi- | 
tional expence to Government. | BY 


34, FRAUD will be prevented, and the 
trader being freed from every embaraſſ- 
ment, will thereby be enabled to proſecute 
his buſineſs to the greateſt advantage, as 


his {kill and induſtry {hall direct. 


4th, AGRICULTURE and diſtillery will be 
united to their mutual advantage, where- 
by the waſte lands will be cultivated, 
and the population of Great Britain en- 
creaſed i in an r N degree. r 
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| 7 ER tui of foreign ſpirits 


om into 


Gi) 
into Great Britain will be annihilated; be- 
cauſe the Britiſh diſtiller will be enabled 
to nale his ſpirits as mild and agreeable to 
the taſte as foreign ſpirits, and to ſellthem at 
a much lower price, if the former reſtraints 
againſt ſmuggling ſhall be revived, - - 


61h, Tux trade of diſtilling will by 
3 open, and every part of the Uni- 
ted Kingdom will be put upon a fair and 
an equal footing in the common market of 
Great Britain. | 


Tat the Cnalleſt licenſed Still ſhould 
be reduced from 400 to 30 gallons, under 
this limitation; that no licence ſhould be 
granted to any perſon for a ſtill of 100 
gallons or under, unleſs the perſon deſir- 
ing to have the licence, ſhall poſſeſs a farm 


for which he pays L. 30 Sterling of yearly 


rent; or, if the grounds ſhall be his own 
property, that they ſhall be, truly and 
bona fide, worth L. 30 Sterling yearly, to be 
aſcertained by trial before the Sheriff, or 

b oat; aevi, 
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(r * 
otherwiſe, as the wiſtom of Parliatnent 


hall direct; and when the perſon receiv- 


ing ſuch licence, ſhall ceaſe to poſſeſs lands 
to the value aforeſaid, the Hcence hall, 
io fatto, become void, unleſs ſath licence 
ſhall be transferred to the nie poſ- 
ſeſſor of the lands. 6 SLICED 7 


Y Your Committee have been informed, 
that in the year 17625 the contents of 
the entered ftills in Great Britain, 
(exclufive of Fairntoſh) amounted alto- 
gether to about 345,000 gallons, the fing- 
ling and the doubling ſtills being included 


in that number.—A duty of 30s. Sterling 


upon the gallon for an annual liceuce, will 
produce 2 Revenue of L. 517, 500 en 


Tu Ar a provincial law, ſach as was 
propofed laſt, year, for levying the Re- 
venue upon the diſtillery of Scotland diffe- 
rent from the mode of levying the Reve- 
nue upon the diſtillery of England, would. 
be productive of great inequality betwixt 
the manufacturers in the ſame nation; 


and, in all probability, would create very 


dangerous conſequences to the State. 
TH A T | 


(bo) 
. TnaT an, equalizing duty ſhould, be 
impoſed. upon ſpirits diſtilled in Scots 


land, when ſent to England, to make up 
for the difference of the leſſer malt duty 


paid 3 in ee chan is paid in England 


Tas AT wi SEE are not in- 
tended to affect that part of Scotland 
which is comprehended under the late 


W . en AR, $9 A 


*. Py 
wb ao b% Kh OL 


Tas Ee e e to Mr 
Buchan Hepburn, to ſtate ſomewhat © in 
detail, the grounds. and reaſons that w wel igh- 
ed with them in forming this report, and 
appoint a General Meeting, to be called by 


advertiſements in the Edinburgh News- 


papers, to be held in the Inner Parliament- 
Houſe, at twelve o cIXtE e 11 72 
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A 2135 GENERAL MEETING : 21900 
100 1 eee bas :; 10997 hrs} 
LANDED: NTEREST. ;DFSCOTLAND, 

GEORGE BUCHAN {HEPBURN OF; SMEATON, ESQ, . 
CHOSEN PRESES, 
HE Minutes of the Wan See 
Meeting, the Report of the Com- 
3 the grounds and reaſons upon 
which that Report was founded, being all 
read and deliberately conſidered by the 
Meeting, they unanimouſly approve of the 
Report, and appoint the thanks of the 
Landed Intereſt to be given to the Gentle- 
man who prepared the grounds and rea- 
ſons that have been now read to the Meet- 


+ Rgs0LvED,,That an application ſhall be 
made to Parliament for a new law for im- 
poling a duty, by way of annual licence, up- 
2% each gallon of the ſtill, according to its 
Fagan, for. the hole of the United 
Kingdom; exceptingthat part of Scotland, 
inT x: which 
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whith is comprehended under the late diſ- 
tillery act, 25th Geo: III. cap. 22d.) upon the 
footing ofthe other; propaſſtions ſtated in 


| ſaid report; and the repreſentati ves for 


are requeſted to give their countenance 
and ſupport to any Bill that may be brought 
into Parliament for introdueing a law up 
theſe terms; and as the tendency dr 

law is to encreaſe the agriculture: and the 
population of Great Britain, and lo en- 
ereaſe the conſumption of Britiſh grain 
by annihilating the fmuggking of foreign 


ſpirits ; that the Landed Intereſt of Eng- 


land, ſhalb be invitedeto join the Landed 
1 ee eee e 


2 1 95 122i. 41950 vr g . * 68" 


A ene was preſented by George 


Thomſon tenant in Dalhouſie, in behalf of | 


a numerous Meeting of the tenants or this, 
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Tux Petition being — mul. 
10 code eg he ae Meeting: 
r Fe 1 77 452 
ne That the ans, ths be 6 en- 
ane dlnmtes.. Soto Gt; 7c 
411 ts As Here! > 
e. That he Preſes mrite 
to the Repreſentatives in both Houſes 
of Ferliament for Scotland, requeſ- 
ding them either individually or in a 
body, to dase, to che Miniſter, and, the 
Lords of the Treaſury . of, Great Bri- 
United Kingdom now labours, under on 
account of the rigorous; execution of the 
diſtillery laws; and to aſk fach impartial 
relief of that grievance as they can grant, 
previous to the application to Parliament 
for a new law: And, in particular, That 
the Preſes ſhould requeſt The Right Hon. 
Henry Dundas of Melvile, Treaſurer. of 
the Navy, and Repreſentative for the 
county of Edinburgh; and the Right 
— 1 Lord Advocate for 
d sguc tze: bas Blaw-: 2 947 Scotland, 


* : * 
91 


(* 


Scotland, to" intereſt Theimſclres fri "this 
buſineſs : Aud the eeting velütnmef 
to Sir William Cunningham, Baronet. 
Member for che county of Linlithgow, 
to be Conveener of the Rep 
for Scotland in both Houſes 4 Parlia- 
_ err arenen, 
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- "RxsoLvtd, Tha en prticu- 
120 contained in this Petition ſhall be fe- 


mitted to the former Committee, who are 
hereby authoriſed to take the ſame, and 
all other matters relative to this important 
bufineſs under their conſideration, as they 
ſhall occur. And the Lord Advoeate, 
and Solicitor General- for Scotland, are 
requeſted to give their afſſiſtance tothe 
Committee in framing a Bill for the pur- 
poſes aforeſaid z and they are hereby ad- 
ded b een her age of that Commit- 
tee. W917 to eedaurd ne 
51 7781151 4 > 1 bas rg 511! 
| | Roar gs Thug chin Ends of: the 
former Meering} the Reporrofthe:Commit- 


tee; with the grounds and reaſons upon 
which 
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which that Report is founded, withthe Mi- 
nutes and Reſolutions of this Meeting, be 
all printed and diſtributed over Scotland. 


Res0oLvED, That this Meeting do adjourn 
to Monday the 6th day of February next ; 
and ſaid Meeting is hereby appointed to 
be held in this place at twelve o'clock 
noon of ſaid day: And ordain the ſame 
to be intimated by advertiſement in the 
Edinburgh Newſpapers. 
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— INTEREST OF 8COTLAND, 


Balked by Adeertiſeint in the Edinburgh Nows papers as 2. 
pDeoqinted by the laſt General Meeting, 19 
v ate HONOURABLE LORD DAER, aber. 


4 * . » th "rd 
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IHE * of the laſt * ( Meet- 
ing, —the Minutes and procedure 

of the Committee, the Circular Letter 
tranſmitted to the Repreſentatives in Par- 
liament for Scotland, by the Preſes of laſt 
General Meeting, as directed by that 
Meeting, with the anſwers from Mr Dun- 
das, Treaſurer of the Navy, Sir Adam 
Ferguſſon, Alexander Brodie, Eſq; and 
from George Dempſter, Eſq; Chairman of 
a Committee of the Scotch Members of 
Parliament, with a copy of their Minutes, 
being all read and deliberately conſidered, 
| e | the 
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the Meeting approve of the Proceedings 
of their Committee, appoint the Right 
Honourable Lord Daer, their Preſes, to be 
added to the former Members of the 
Committee, —and Reſolve, 


Tuar as it appears from ſome of the 
anſwers which have been received by the 
Preſes of the laſt General Meeting, to the 
letter which he was appointed to write, 
that the meaning of that Meeting had 
been in ſome degree miſunderſtood hy 
theſe Gentlemen; therefore the Meeting 
recommend to him to write to all ſuch 
Members of Parliament as have given an- 
ſwers to his letters, acquainting them 

that it is by no means the wiſh of the 
Landed Intereſt of Scotland, to deſire that 
an application ſhould be made to the Mi- 
niſter to give relief to the farmers and 
diſtillers of tluis country, by diſpenſing 
with an act of Parliament, the meaning of 
which is perfectly underſtood; but that 
kaving been informed that the late act of 
Parliament Rn” in * had received a 
| difterent 


( ix ) 


different explanation in England from 
what it had received in Scotland, to the 
great prejudice. of the Scotch diſtillers; 
this Meeting requeſt of their Repreſenta- 
tives to wait upon the Miniſter, and after 
ſtating the repreſentation here made of this 
grievance, to defire that ſuch directions 
may be given to the Commiſſioners of Ex- 
ciſe, both in London and in Edinburgh, 
or that ſuch explanation ſhall take place 
between thoſe two Boards of Revenue, that 
the law may be carried into execution in 
the ſame manner, and with perfect impar- 
tiality in both parts of the United King- 
dom: And recommend to the Committee 
to call upon the diſtillers to ſtate in a me- 
morial ſigned by them, the particulars in 
which the law has been differently inter- 
preted and executed in the two countries. 


THAT the prevention of ſmuggling is 
of the utmoſt importance for remedying 
the evils which are now complained of : 
And as much may be done towards ob- 
taining that object by the efforts of the 

C2 Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of landed property—That it be 
therefore recommended to the Juſtices of 
Peace, and Commiſſioners of Supply in 
every county, to take this matter under 
their moſt ſerious conſideration at their 
firſt General Meeting,—to endeavour to 
form effectual Reſolutions againſt the 
uſe of ſmuggled ſpirits, and, in general, 
to endeavour to fall upon methods of aid- 
ing Government in the ſuppreſſion of that 
deſtructive trade to recommend to the 
farmers within their ſeveral diſtricts, to 
adopt ſimilar Reſolutions, and to point out 
to them, that one great cauſe of the want 
of demand for their barley, and the preſent 
low prices, are the natural conſequences 
of the encouragement given to ſmuggling. 


THAT the ſubject of the diftillery be re- 
commended to the ſerious attention of our 
Repreſentatives in Parliament ; and as the 
country feels ſeverely the preſent interrup- 
tion to the ſale of grain, to requeſt that 
this matter may be Brought to a difcuſ- 
fion in Parliament, as ſoon as the nature 


of 


ni) 
of the great buſineſs of the nation will ad- 
mit of it. | 


THAT the Reſolutions of this Meet- IV, 


ing be printed, and copies of them and 
of the former Reſalutions, with the rea- 


ſons, &c. be tranſmitted to each of our 


Repreſentatives in Parliament, and appoint 
the former Committee to attend to this 
matter in its progreſs through Parliament; 
and either to call another General Meet- 


ing, or to correſpond with the delegates of 


the different counties, and with our Repre- 


ſentatives in Parliament, as they ſhall think 


proper; and, if neceſſary, to prepare a pe- 


tition to Parliament, for the purpoſe of 
obtaining a law reſpecting the diſtillery, 
in terms of the Reſolutions of the laſt Ge- 
neral Meeting, and to lay the petition be- 
fore a General Meeting to be called for 
that purpoſe. 
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HE Ares and the oh com- 
plaints of the diſtillers of Scotland, 

have at laſt rouſed the attention of the 
Land Holders in that part of the er 


Kingdom. 


A numerous Meeting of the Nobility 
and Landed Gentlemen was held at Edin- 
burgh upon the 16th of December laſt ; 
where there were conveened many perſons 
of both deſcriptions, not more diſtinguiſh- 
ed by their rank and fortune, than reſpec- 
table from ry a private CA. | 


Tun Ar Meeting, after reaſoning upon 
this 3 important ſubject at ſome length, hav- 
A ing 
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ing appointed a Committee to hear and 
conſider the grievances complained of by 
the diſtillers, and if they appeared well 
founded, to report to another general 
Meeting what, in their opinion, would be 
the moſt proper mode of redreſs; and 
that Committee having prepared the Report 
hereto prefixed, and having recommend- 


ed to one of their number, to ſtate ſome- 
what in detail, the grounds and reaſons 


which weighed with them in forming that 
report, what follows is humbly ſubmit- 
ted to the conſideration, of the N 
Meeting. 


THE grievances of the Scotch diſtillers, 


after being ar pliffed, reſolve i into two pro- 


P fit anz, — 2. we * 1 1 - 4 * rern. 1 
> + 3 Z * > 
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72 "Ts AT they are underſold in their 
own natural market by the ſmuggler of fo- 
reign ſpirits z ; and being deprived of this 
home-market, they were induced at firſt 
from neceſſity to try the London market; 
and ack x er. they have con- 


” . . 


tinned 


* 
— * 


13 


tinued to ſend there confiderible quanti- 
ties s of yn * in Scotland. 27 a : 

A WHEN der did reſort to this mare 
ket, they have been of late embarraſſed 
and o ppreſſed by arbitrary ſeizures, par- 
ticularly under the new law, arifing from 
che variation of the Hydrometer, which, 
at beſt, is but an uncertain inſtrument, 
eſpecially in an unſkilful hand: And they 
condeſcended upon one inſtance of a quan- 
tity of ſpirits, in value about L. 10,000, 


having been ſeized in the Thames, although 


they were accompanied with a proper 


permit, which inſtructed, that the duties 


muſt have been paid before thoſe ſpirits 


were ſent from Scotland; yet the ſeizure 


was made, becauſe there was a variation 


of about two per cent. betwixt the hy- ; 
drometer conſtructed and ' uſed in Scot- 
land, and the ec 7% 78 e 


* 


Tu E diſtillers confellea, i thoſe ginn 


were returned, upon application tothe Lords 


of the Treaſury, upon the condition 
A 2 gatfterwards 
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| afterwards annexed bythe Engliſh Board of 
ſ | Exciſe, of the proprietors of the ſpirits ma- 
| king a private compenſation to the ſeizure- 
| maker. But they lay more than fix months 


0 under ſeizure, whereby the traders loſt 
the market to which the ſpirits were origi- 
nally deſtined, and they loſt the uſe of a large 


| proportion of their ſtock for that period, 

q | beſides being put to agreat expence in going 

q to London, and attendance there, ſollici- 

i ting the return of thoſe ſpirits 

| Ir was repreſented; that this ſeizure 

F was made upon a ſuſpicion: that the diſ- 

[ tillers in Scotland were guilty of very 

j 2 frauds againſt the Revenue; and that 

. this charge was ſtated againſt them Ho che 
bi London aalen + adiibigod rt Aus 


2 Tun Scotch Aller on hat other * 
made a ſimilar charge of fraud againſt the 
diſtillers of London; and endeavoured to 
ſhow, that, from the advantage of local 
fituation, independent of other circum- 
ſtances, they had much greater oppor- 


tunity of committing frauds, and leſs riſk 
| of 


1 


of detection than the diſtillers of Scotland, 
or the diſtillers in any part of England re- 
mote from the — | 


* 4 $4 4 1 * 9 2 1 10 as 
"4 


"Slow far chin enge has been dnn. 
wh will be noticed i in che ſequel. 


* 
757 is [by s er ry * 


4210 farmer PEPE < in a na- 
eee to aſcertain, whether the diſtil- 
lers in the South, or the diſtillers in the 
North parts of the United Kingdom, have 
been guilty of the greateſt frauds againſt 
the Revenue in the times that are paſt; 
the great objects of the en of your 
a were, 


if, Vac e a fair and an 
equal trade could be eſtabliſhed over the 
whole of the United Kingdom, (the High- 
lands of Scotland excepted, which, by a 
local Statute, is already put under particu- 
lar regulations, ) ſo chat every diſtiller in 
Great Britain, whether ſettled in the South. or 
the North part of the Iſland, might have a 
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2dly, In what manner a _ and a cer- 
tain Revenue could be ſecured to Govern- 
time enabled; while the ſmuggling of 
Foreign ſpirits continues, to underſell the 
ſmuggler of foreign ſpirits in che Britiſn 
market, which unqueſtionably belongs to 
the — diſtiller, as his e . 


en ne the: Dt the 
Committee were of opinion, that the whole 
ſyſtem of Exciſe-law is founded upon an 
erroneous principle, ariſing probably from 
the circumſtance of this mode of levy- 
ing a tax having been very early adopt- 
ed in Great Britain, and introduced as 
2 part of the Code of Revenue- laws, at 
a period when the principle was little un- 
derſtood; and when ſucceeding Miniſters 
found it neceſſary, from the exigencies 
of State, to encreaſe the tax upon this 
branch of Revenue, their attention went 
no 


( 


no farther than to the addition propaſad, 
and to the prevention of the frauds then 


practiſed by the diſtiller: Theſe acts being 


made upon the ſpur of neceflity, excluded. 
the idea of queſtioning. the propriety of the. 


original ſyſtem, or whether one better cal · 
culated for producing a Revenue withour. 
fraud, and with the leaſt embarraſſment to 
the trader, could be ed. 1200 


* this obſervation de juſt, it ſeems to 
follow as a neceſſary conſequence, that the 


Exciſe, although it has exiſted in Great- 


Britain upwards of a century, is, at this 


moment, as little underſtood, as if it had 
been introduced but of yeſterday; while, 


at the ſame time, grievous and embarraſ- 
ſing reſtraints have been pn accu- 


mulated upon the trade. 


AI cheſe — * aroſe from the pre- 


vious frauds which had been committed 


by the trader; but proceeding ſtill upon 


the ſuppoſition, that the general ſyſtem 
mas a proper one: and former Miniſters 


ſeem 
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information in this particular, not advert- 
ing that the accumulation of confiſcations 
and penalties, tend rather to puniſh, than 
to prevent fraud; and as the great- 
eſt part of the advantage ariſing from 
theſe puniſhments, which are moſtly of a 
pecuniary nature, go into the pockets of the 
officers of Exciſe, it could hardly be expect- 
ed, they would ſuggeſt any ſyſtem, that, 
in its operation, could ſuperſede puniſh- 
ment, by excluding fraud; — ſuch a ſyſtem 
would reduce theſe officers to their neat 
falaries, which, in many ſituations, are 
not equal to one- fourth part of the advan- 
tages derived from choſe fines 1 confif- 


cations. 


Or all the manfactures ſubjected to Ex- 
ciſe, the diſtillery ſeems to have been the 
one moſt devoted to the vengeance of that 
juriſdiction, probably becauſe it was con- 
ſidered, and juſtly, as the moſt proper ſub- 
jet for taxation; and the taxes upon 
this article have been raiſed progreſſively 
from the ſmall ſum of 2d. to no leſs than 

48. 


(9) 


45; 214. por gallon; this was the duty paid, 


when the preſent law commenced, upon 


the ft of November 1784. 


Tuts ky ni not only produced a 
very great temptation to fraud in the di- 
ſtiller, but held forth an alluring bait to 
the ſmuggler of foreign ſpirits; and both 
have. availed themſelves of theſe remp- 
tations to an aſtoniſhing degree. 


Tu home-diſtiller being preſſed upon 


the one hand by the Revenue officer, and 


the powerful reſtraints: which this officer 


was called upon to execute; and on the 


other hand, by the ſmuggler underſelling 
him in what ought to be his own exclufive 
market, was driven from unavoidable 
neceſſity to rack his ingenuity to diſ- 


cover the means of evading thoſe re- 


ſtraints; and wonderful have been his ex- 


ertions in that way. But when theſe 
failed, there is ground to believe that he 


reſorted to the ſhort and fimple mode of 
corrupting the officer; and the ſaving of 
| B _ 
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ſo heavy a duty enabled him to offer ſo 
large a bribe, as few men in the rank of 
life of thoſe officers have been able to 
withſtand *. And it muſt be confeſſed, 
that when the foreign ſmuggler ſo much 

underſold the Britiſh diſtiller in the Bri- 
tiſh market, the diſtiller was reduced to 
the abſolute neceſſity of either purchaſing 
an immunity from thoſe heavy duties, by 
fraud or by corruption, in order to enable 
him to meet the foreign diſtiller in the 
Britiſh market, upon tolerable terms; or 
of abandoning the trade altogether. 


Ir it be poſſible, therefore, to figure a 
ſituation, in which it could be juſtly ſaid 
with Hudibras: _ 

« He breaks the oath that makes it, 

Not he who for convenience takes it.“ 
The Britiſh diſtiller for many years back, 
has been placed in that unfortunate ſitua- 
tion; and it is notoriouſly known, that 
Government have not received a real, but 
| | 5 


We There are inſtances of an officer upon the yearly fala- 
vof L. 35: 118. collecting L. 20,000 of duties. 


„„ =} 

a nominal duty; and there has been a kind 
of race betwixt Government and the di- 
ſtiller, the one endeavouring by reſtraints, 
confiſcations, or penalties, and by nominal 
heavy duties, to extort as much as poſſible; 
and the diſtiller on the other hand, en- 
deavouring by fraud and by corruption to 
pay as little as he could. 


Ir the coaſts could be completely guard - 
ed, and ſmuggling effectually checked, it 
is evident the diſtiller might fairly pay 
every ſixpence of duty impoſed; becauſe, 
if he had the excluſive command of the 
Britiſh market, he could lay that duty 
upon the Britiſh conſumer in the price 
of his commodity ; and perhaps it may 
be ſaid, that fpirits cannot be too high 
priced, as the frequent uſe of an ar- 
dent ſprrit is pernicious to the health. 
But while ſpirits continue to be uſed by 
the commons of this country, and while 
ſmuggling continues to exiſt, it is an ob- 
vious and. ſelf-evident propoſition, that, 
taxing the diſtiller too high, or cramping 
en 7 him 
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1 
in the courſe of his manufacture, is in fact 
oppreſſing him, and giving a premium to 


— NG . Stats 


195 
IT is alſo giving a A to the far- 
mer of a foreign country, at the expence 


of the Britiſh farmer; becauſe, if the ſpi- 


rits conſumed in Great Britain, were pro- 
duced from our own grain, it would cre- 
ate an additional demand upon the far- 
mer; whereas, when the conſumption of 
ſpirits, 18 furniſhed in a great meaſure by 
the foreign ſmuggler, it muſt in the pro- 
portion of the quantity ſmuggled, leſſen 
the demand for the grain of Great Britain, 
unleſs, perhaps, the foreign diſtiller of 
corn ſpirits ſend to Great Britain for 
grain, which the Dutch always do for a 
part of the grain they uſe in their diſtil- 
lery, and in that event, Government 
loſes in a two: fold reſpect; 1/4, By the 
bounty given upon the exportation of 
the grain; and 2dly, By the want of the 
* which would have been paid, if that 
grain 


15 ( 433 ) 


grain had been legally converted into * 
Ce I , 
T 9144 

In theſe a thi dene 
muſt be convinced, that the preſent, is 
not the period when a heavy duty {ſhould 
be impoſed upon the Britiſh diſtiller, as 
he cannot trade fairly and pay it. And, 


2dly, TaAar a ſyſtem of Revenue-law | 


which compels the manufacturer, what- 


er the manufacture may be, to avow the 


ev 
dire neceſſity of being obliged to make 
fraud and corruption two of the branches 


of that manufacture, in order to prevent 


his being ruined, muſt be fundamentally 
wrong, and muſt produce great inequality 


betwixt the one manufacturer and the 


other, (as no man can know to what ex- 
tent the fraud and corruption of his neigh- 


bour goes, and it muſt ultimately reſult 


in a monopoly to the moſt perfect knave, 
as he will be enabled to underſell every 
trader leſs able than himſelf in this de- 
ſtructive ſyſtem; It will likewiſe prevent 

| men 
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(n 
men of honeſt minds from entering inte 
that branch of buſineſs, however other- 
ways calculated for it, from ſuperior 


knowledge, from ſtock, or [from local | 
ſituation. Pech 5 


Tux diſtillers of Scotland are accuſed 
of having arrived at great perfection in 
theſe two particulars, which it may be 
faid, have become artificially neceſſary in 
a diſtiller; and this charge has been 
grounded upon the fact of their having 
ſent large quantities of ſpirits of late . 
to the port of London. 


In. order to aſcertain this charge, every 
inveſtigation. has been made; 1½, By ex- 
amining the total quantity for which duty 
has been paid in Scotland; and 24ly, The 
quantity permitted, that is, ſent by permit 
from the Exciſe of Scotland to the London 
market ĩn theſe years. | 


En OM a comparative view, of thefe two 
9 fraud and . have 
been 


99 
been preſumed, becauſe the quantity ef 
ſpirits remaining for the conſumption of 
Scotland, has been comparatively fmall, 
when the extent of that a is 
taken into the ſale “. n 


Tre charge of fraud, may notwith- 
ſtanding, be well founded. But, in the 
firft place, The Scotch diſtiller has been 

| driven 


* Ar the ſame time, it may be obſerved, that from a mode” 


being adopted for executing the ſame law in England, different 
from the mode adopted in Scotland, the Engliſh diſtiller 
poſſeſſed ſeveral advantages in the line of fair trade over the 
diſtiller in Scotland. By the former law, the duty was 
levied by a preſumptive charge, that is, one hundred gallons 
of waſh, was ſuppoſed to produce fifteen gallons. of ſpirit; 
and the duty was charged agreeable to this preſumption ;. 
but the fact is, that this quantity of waſh yielded twenty- 


two gallons of ſpirit; in England, the diſtiller was allowed 
this advantage, but in Scotland, there was a charge made 
upon the ſtock. of the ſpirits of the diſtiller; and if the aua 


quantity exceeded the preſumptive, the exceſs was either ſeiz- 
ed or ſurcharged; this amounted in England to forty-ſix two- 
third gallons upon every hundred in favour of the Engliſh 
diſtiller, from cs 9963 of a different execution of 
the ſame law. e 
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driven” from neceſſity to the market of 
London; becauſe home-made ſpirits fetch 
a better price there, than any where elſe 
| in Britain: And the foreign ſmuggler, has 
of late acquired almoſt a eme in the | 
LW: marker « of Scotland. 


N Is the ſame me W up- 
e London diſtillers, perhaps it would 
be found, they are not theſe fair and im- 
maculate traders they repreſent themſelves 
OSS iind QIJO FG 317 IKEN3 5, 70 At 
Ix, for example, an account was anken 
from the books of Exciſe in London, of 
the total quantity of ſpirits that has paid 
duty for four years back, from the firſt of 
January 1786, and an account of the 
quantity of ſpirits permitted outwards 
from the rectifiers during that period, 
che innocence, or the guilt of the London 
Aſtillers, W pcegfl would be IS. 
og 410 1 10 14 Jhoqac. 
Furs mode of Werden en bb be ne- 
ckſſary, Gf any advantage can be derived 
from 
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cauſe there is very little raw ſpirit con- 
ſumed in London, whereas the greateſt 
conſumption of Scotland conſiſts, of raw 
ſpirits; as the rectiſied ſpirit there comes 


much higher in price, than foreign ſmug- 


gled ſpirits; and the poverty of the lower 
claſs of inhabitants in Scotland, induces 
them to prefer the raw ſpirit from the 
cheapneſs of it, to the foreign ſmuggled 
ſpirit, or to the rectified Britiſh ſpirit 
at a higher price; and it is in this ſingle 
Inv only, that the Scotch diſtiller can 


have any thing like a reaſonable competi- 


tion * ſmüggler. 


„ nie 3,040 


| Ind 1s Lid, ou this * of checking 
the London diſtillers, has been repeatedly 


ſuggeſted, and aſked, but they have 


hitherto found means to evade the ſearch; 


and without the ſpirit of prophecy, it may 
be affirmed, that this inveſtigation, will he 


oppoſed. But, it is not of much import- 

ance in itſelf, unleſs the inveſtigation thall 

* neceſſary, in order to open che 
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door for a new law, founded upon the 
principle of eſtabliſhing a fair trade over 
every part of the United Kingdom, yield- 
ing a real not a nominal duty to Govern- 
ment, by removing the — of com- 
mitting — ! | I 2 911301 


LArIN fraud out of the caſe, it muſt 
be admitted, that every market in Great 


Britain, belongs equally to every trader 


in Great Britain; and, if à law can be 
framed, which ſhall leave that market per- 
fectly open to every trader indiſcrimi- 

nately, whether he is locally ſituated in 


the South or in the North part of the 


United Kingdom, it is a conſumma- 


tion devoutly tobe-withed, and the Land- 


ed Intereſt of Scotland defire no unequal 


advantage in any one branch of trade, 
or of manufacture. They confeſs they are 
not entitled to it. They ave, embarked 
in the fame veſſel with their fellow citi- 
zens in the South part of the Vnited King- 
dom, and juſtice joined to their own wiſhes 
concur in making them deſirous, that 
| the 


( ap } 


the whole ſhould either ſink or fſwim 
together. 116} 6 Anitſtiſdeits 10 gen 
Dry ,mobonraA ba3ictl], a3: to 118g WI 
Ay che been eee 
rial in a national view, whether a manu- 
facture is carried on in the South or in the 
North part of the iſland, or in both, pro- 
vided the manufacturer acts n where- 
ever. fituatedi:: rr vo e bins 
11 130 1 * ; SA autre 
neee en hand its weight 
into the ſcale in favour of one part of the 
United Kingdom againſt the other: A well 
divided trade, produces the greateſt na- 
tional a e 3% Mi T6 000 31 
Mute) | & 27 NOD HUFA barn) 
ou es en obſerve, that the 
diſtillers an Scotland have a juſt dlaim to 
very great merit with their fellow. Giti- 
zens, from one diſcovery they have made, 
and which, if properly followed out, muſt 
lead to the moſt important objects that 
ever can attract the attention and protec- 
tion of a wiſe nation. - ' bas mol 


d 0% otra n 1020 
8 Taz 
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E. diſtillers of Scotland have di ſco- 
vered, that diſtillery and agriculture are 
intimately connected together; and chat as 
the diſtillery requires grain, ſoſit affords 
the means of encreaſing the production 
of grain to a degree that is aſtoniſhing, 
and indeed, almoſt incredible, if the fact 
had not been ee aſcertained with 
abſolute * 13 %ig tir to Hum 
-nod ai c19ilifitib o 1% 2g V Af 
I is an nnn truth, that a diſtillery 
of 40o gallons under the management of a 
1} fc:4tu]: manufacturer, who has a command 
4 of litter, and employs the refuſe of tlie di- 
| ſtillery to the feeding of cattleanwinter, 
and of hogs in ſummer, will, in the courſe 
of one year, produce dung ſuffieient to ma- 
nure 40 Engliſh acres of _— nen 
or go acres for barley. Able flogepe:9fh 
ol d Eiow 2q&1 T9q „ ite rtagqz9 215 
F is fact is eſtabliſhed to the knowledge 
of ſeveral members of the meeting. 
.n00qy700 bas bugtf at Hit torr; 
Trex diſtiller, therefore, who, from his 
local ſituation, poſſeſſes a ſufficient quanti- 
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ty of ground for culti tation muſt, naberis 
Faribuu, have ta great advantage over his 
' neighbour of che ſume trade) who has not 
the means of applyiug his dung to the 
mung e to 2ng5Mt 9117 
of #3 Db 03.-2817% ts 
— eee; en at preſent con- 
fined in a great meaſure to Scotland, 
muſt of itſelf give the Scotch diſtillers 
an advantage over the diſtillers in Lon- 
don; and it muſt operate at all times in fa- 
vour of a diſtiller, ſituated in any part 
1 the country, whether in England, or in 
tland nnn 
in great towẽns. D garbout i 03. viokeh 
„OO 5013 G1 ofiovr norm}; ego 40 Dy 
Ix to this is added a conſiderable ſaving; 
, From cheapneſs of fuel; and 2c h% From 
the Scotch diſtiller and his family living in a 
leſs expenſive ſtyle, perhaps it will be found 
that theſe advantages have operated more 
forcibly in his favour, than his ſuppoſed ſu- 
perior {kill in fraud and corruption. 
i eit od ieee aliih an 1] 
- CERTAINLY there arg an infinite num 
ber 


7 


189800 
ber of ſituations, where, the advantages of 


connecting diſtillery with agriculture, can 
be uſed in both parts of the United King- 
dom; and ſuppoſe but 200 ſtills of that 
ſize, eſtabliſhed in different parts of Great 
Britain, they would annually cultivate no 
leſs than from 8000, to 10, ooo, acres of the 
waſte lands. Migrant fis vlimet seid 


1 


Bur ſuppoling that, the difillery, of 
Great Britain ſhould be ſo divided, and 
Rationed in different parts of the kingdom, 
vation, (an event which may probably hap- 
pen in the courſe of a few years), the im- 
provement in agriculture and population, 
maſt, encreaſe in an nnn degree. 

rr HI #5 a vlg Ati. 

Ee 18 e to —— that in the 
year 1782 there exiſted in Great Britain, 
ſtills, the contents of which amount- 
ed, altogether, to about, 345,999, gallons, 
and ſuppoſing theſe contents ſeparated and 

eſtahliſhed in different parts of the country, 
in ſtälls of 400 gallons each, he, quantity of 
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I 3 
ground; that would be cultivated annually, 
in this view, would; in the proportion above 
ſtated; | exceed [30,000 acres for f wheat, 


A |. 


pn eg for barley. een min 
210 10 23T6q indien At bonds „ 
Warr r che preſent Miniſter, with a de- 
gree of patriotiſm, which ſeems hereditary 
in his family, and is certainly the beſt in- 
heritance that ever a father left to his ſon, 
is now endeavouring by every exertiof in 
his power, to diſcover the beſt poſſible me- 
thod of cultivating the waſte lands of Eng- 
land, it does not occur, that a plan can be 
deviſed, that with more certainty will lead 
to this great object, than à fair and equal 
law, reſpecting the diſtillery, whereby the 
makers of corn ſpirits, will be invited to eſi 
tabliſh themſelves upon the waſte lands, in 
the n — a raged aan 
Nl 3691 ſt ois 91903 SBNI 1897 
I is a matter, not of dperuhtiotl bur Uf 
abſolute certainty, that che waſte Tatits; by 
following this plan, will be cultivatetl and 
improved, in progreſſion infinitely tore 
rapid than by following any other plan that 


a can 


— = 


* 
Sr 


| 
| 


22. ͤ ͤ Tau; 


E 


r 


r 


— — LE p< + aa _—* 
—— — » od 
. he Ao Se, tit gn preg cs eng ag, = 2x * 2 Midi = E etat  rmt * * 9 _— = 
- r — — — == * 
— — - 
— —— — CEC IE r Fl Ce os 


Gon re voto tt ns 


224 


Err h oo rel Ee 
e 


1 
2 


* - © Gs. — — N 
— 
— = N 
2 hee * — 
* OO „„ 


CL |} 


can be deviſed, becauſe of the prodigious 


2 * wales . 


92 een © epxry> 28 
Sur PPOSE 30,000 acres ſhall be 1 
ly.cultivated and manured for wheat, and 
ſuppoſe each of theſe acres ſhall yield 
only four quarters of grain, although there 
is reaſon to believe, the produce will be 
greater, becauſe the dung ariſing from a 


diſtillery, is much richer than, the dung of 


a ſtable yard, this will yield, 129,009 quar- 
ters and valuing each quarter gnly at 40s. 
thare ariſes. L. 240, 00 of annual ad- 
dition to the. beſt wealth, of the nation, 
from a ſubject, chat, comparatively ſpeak- 

ing, yielded little or no bn. | | 

1 ' fb you blog} want; 
een he theory * ſup- 
ports this calculation to its full extent, yet 
the fact in practice, probably may not go 
quite ſo far, as there will ſtill continue to 
be large diſtilleries in great towns, where 
the means of employing the dung ariſing 
e will. unten, meaſure con 
fined 


r 


15 eck ney ben 
RAP ide HG ar be ch n Wire 
leſſened under ſuch limitations as will pers 
fectly ſecure a fair Revenue to Govern- 
ment, fille of dütibus Nes Taited'to' the de- 
mand in the neighborhood, will in a very 
ſhort period, be generally eſtabliſhed all 
over the kingdom, both inland and upon 


5701. 9080 


che coa 
G 14 {HTS Nite $63 SH$930” ISIS 
Arbe web Müe ode of che ee 
the preſent Miniſter has in view for tlie 


advantage and relief of this country, is tö 


diſpoſe of the Crown' Lands and apply the 
price to the payment of the public debt, it 
becomes à flational object that the altefa- 
tion deſired in the laws which regulate the 
diſtillery, ſhould very ſoon take place; that 
purchaſers may be induced to give a better 
price, upon ſeeing that the great advantages 
of chat manufacture, and the exteriſive 
means Of the itfiprovement of land ic i 
fords,” are” to be möre generally diffucd, 
afl 4 new ind nad UI demant't6 Be 
2 that thöfd 
121i lands 
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lands, . and valuable as they are, 
willoreribt able to Huppiye' pig wid; 
Ant national 1 do. 8 
up here, becauſe the beſt and moſt produc- 
tive population of the Kingdom, vis. the 
population of the n nan be en- 
creaſed. | 


Tuns zo, ooo acres will require at leaſt 
one man and two horſes for every 50 
acres, and it ſeems therefore a very mo- 
derate calculation, to ſuppoſe that 300 ad- 
ditional families may be eſtabliſhed an- 
nually upon theſe e uncultivated 
grounds. 


"AGRICULTURE and population are un- 
queſtionably the beſt ſources of wealth, and 
of ſtrength in every nation; and although it 
exceeds both the limits and the object of 
theſe obſervations to enter in detail upon 
this ſubject, it is requiſite to mention only 
one fact, to open an extenſive field of in- 
veſtigation to the inquiſitive min. 

e THB 


197 


Tur fact is, that the population ariſing 
from agriculture, is the only ſuper-· abun- 
dant one in the kingdom; that is, it is the 
plowman, who breeds a ſufficient fupply, 
not only for his on natural decay, but for 
the artificial waſte created in the human 
ſpecies, by all the other Er even 
the moſt healthy. B84 


 NerrHer the carpenter nor the maſon, 
though confeſſedly the healthieſt next 
the plowman, breed ſufficient numbers to 
ſupply the demand of hands for their re- 
10 2 2oil ifs? ib 


a dtoqir yilgwa 

T is no part of the 6 os ee en- 
quire whether this ariſes from manufac- 
turers in every other branch being gene- 
rally collected in great towns, where they 
paſs their youth in diſſipation and vice, 
to the prejudice of their health, and hafe 
race; when they do marry late in life; ate 
neither ſo healthy, nor have they ſo much 
free air and exerciſe from their confined 
aan towns, ſo: that few of their 
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children arrive at manhood ; or whether 
perhaps there may not be ſome other 
cauſes for the population of the manufac- 
turen being leis productive than that of the 
plowman; But every man of obſervation 
knows, that the manufacturer never re- 
turns his ſon to the plow, and the plow- 
man, on the other hand, thinks he is giv- 
ing his ſon an additional ſtep in the rank 
of ſociety, if he breeds him to what he 
Wie Galle. dbl. basmsb Sz 5361 
_— 40 94 2 818 ID Dp et. 
Ir, chere efor Ec che diſtillery {hall be 
thrown open, and eyery man allowed to 
commence that manufacture, where, from 
local ſituation, he thinks it may be carried 
on moſt beneficially for himſelf and his 
country, it is certainly a ſubject of the laſt 
importance for the, conſideration of the 
Legiſlature, to inveſtigate how this is to be 
done; and if there is one claſs of men in 
the State more immediately intereſted in 
this reſearch than another, it is the, Land- 
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dena iuantty⸗ . eee ee 
gled into Great Britain, appears, from dif- 
ferent enquiries that have been made; con- 
ſiderably to exceed five millions of gallons 
yearly, and ſuppoſing the conſumption of 
ſpirits not encreaſed, but confined only to 
home-made ſpirits, this creates an imime- 


diate extra demand upon the farmers for 


333,333 quarters of grain. Supyoling the 
average return from a quarter, Over the 
whole kingdom, to be © fifteen gallons 
of ſpirits,” and valuing this grain at 
L. 1': 48. per quarter, there ariſes an im- 
mediate additional circulation of upwards 
of L. 400, O00 Sterling, which muſt paſs 
through the hand of the farmers an- 
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„Irsee Revetitie be GShdere . * 10 
ject, it will alſo be encreaſed in the ſame 
proportion; chat is, there will be 4 duty 
paid to Government for five millions of 
gallons 
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gallons of ſpirits yearly, from which,” 4t 


preſent, not one fraction is receive. 


have in ſome meaſure directed the atten- 
tion of the Landed Intereſt of Scotland 
to theſe great national objects; and they 
do ſubmit to the wiſdom of the Legiſla- 
ture, that a law, impoſing the duty by 
way of licence upon ſo much per gallon, 
according to the contents of the ſtill, will 
produce all theſe ſalutary conſequenees. It 
will make the trade perfecty fair and equal 
over the whole Kingdom it will encourage 
agriculture and population—it will anihi- 
late ſmuggling—and laſtly, it will yield 
a large productive Revenue to Govern- 
To illuſtrate theſe propoſitons, it will be 
neceſſary to reſort to the firſt principles of 
legiſlation. Lord Bacon gives the follow- 
1 definition of a juſt law. Lex Bond 
* cenſeri Holſit, que fit, inulmdtione cefta; pri- 
n TO juſta, executione commotlt\* bum "forma 
* politi” 
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” AGRBEABLE to this yenerable authority, 
it may be aſſumed as a general principle, 
that the law which excludes fraud — which 
yields à productive Revenue to Govern- 
ment with the leaſt embarraſſment to the 
trader- hand which puts every, trader up- 
on a fair and an equal footing, ſyperior 
{kill, ſuperior ſtock, or local hams EX= 
cepted, is the beſt alle law, nor 


Ta pln en Po? or, corruption, is 5 is 
neceſſary. to. veſt, as little diſcretionary 
power as. the circumſtances of the caſe 
will admit, in the hands of the inferior 
officers of Exciſe; and without making a 
direct charge againſt any claſs of men, it 
is certainly unwiſe in every caſe, to veſt a 
more extenſive truſt, than the buſineſs re- 
quires ; for that ſyſtem mult be the beſt, 
which, ceteri: paridus, veſts the leaſt truſt : 
And it will be found, that by want of a 


proper, attention. to this obvious maxim, 
the 


( 32 ) 
the whole Code of Exciſe-laws a are funda- 
mentally wrong. | 


Wu che "REP is 8 | 


ped upon the 
ſpirits, it is evident the trader is expoſed 
to the temptation of concealing ſome part 
of the total quantity produced, and while 
mankind exiſt, they will ever pay public 
taxes with reluctance, and will endeavour 
to evade them. To expect, therefore either 
virtue or truth in the manufacturer as to | 
this particular, is to expe a being ſupe- 
rior to man, unleſs the immaculate di- 
ftillers of London ſhall be proved an ex- 
ception from this general rule, 


HzNCE ariſes the daily detection of 
concealments, which are made the ſubject 
of confiſcations and penalties before the 
Courts of Law. 


Even the attendance which the trader 
is obliged to give upon thoſe occafions, f is 
a loſs of time, which his ſervants may im- 
prove to | his diſadvantage, either by ne- 

gligence 
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gligence or by, theft; and the, gr ry 
ſcale of the trader, the more he j 18 Ares 
to be hurt in theſe particulars, as he has 
the fewer people of {kill or of truſt. to 
leave behind him. But the diminution 
of his ſtock, by the confiſcation or by 

the fine, though perhaps a juſt puniſhment 
upon him, is a loſs to the ſtate, in fo far 
as it prevents him from extending his 
trade. And what makes this loſs ſtill the 


ergo 
greater, is, chat the Revenue 1 is not mate- 


rially encreaſed, after the expences,” 927 
a 


the ſeizure-maker's ſhare are dedudte 
| the money therefore is withdrawn tr mn. 


trade, 3 „e the public th tea. 
ſury. ien OD "q 


Ton trader, i in order to conceal the & 
creaſed quantity of his ſtock 1 may "be in- 
duced to attempt running off his fhll ; in 
the abſence of the officer ; and, as in this 
caſe, he runs againſt ; a ſhort, and always 
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than it can admit of, to produce a pa- 
latable, and comparatively ſpeaking, Aa 


wholeſome ſpirit. 


Turs gives the foreign fmuggler a de- 
cided ſuperiority over him in the market, 
and he is obliged to reduce the price be- 
low the fair value of the commodity in 
order to procure a ſale, and even then, it 


is only with the loweſt claſs that he finds 
a market. 


Tus produces another bad effect, be- 
cauſe the low price at which he is ob- 
liged to ſell, renders it abſolutely im- 
poſſible for him to pay the full duties 


even upon what is charged with duty. 


To check this fraud, locks and ſeals 
have been invented, and the officer not only 
locks down the ſtill, but he ſeals it like- 


wie. Perhaps the trader may have diſ- | 


covered \ ways and means of crading this 
reſtraint; or perhaps he may corrupt the 
43 officer, 
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officer, either to open the locks, or tœ over- 
look them when they have been opened. 


5 7 7 


Tus extent of the duties, eſpecial- 


ly upon ſtills of great magnitude, will 
afford a fund perfectly ample for this pur- 
poſe, and a ſufficient profit to the trader, 
who, if he once prevails upon the officer 
to accept of a bribe, acquires from that 
inſtant, an abſolute command over him, 
and it is hardly to be expected, that an 
officer, who is hourly expoſed to ſoli- 
citations of this nature, will preſerve , his 
integrity for any length of time. 


„Tur table hereto annexed, of the duties 
progreſſively impoſed upon corn ſpirits, 


from the firſt commencement of that duty, 


down to the preſent time, will ſhow that 
the trader had a very ample fund for cor- 
ruption and for profit to himſelf; and al- 
thoughthe duty is diminiſhed bythe preſent 
law, enough { Rill remains for that purpoſe, 
only the officer muſt lowe r his rice a 
little, and there are data for fixing 1 it ver; 7 


exactly. 


E 3 FROM 
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Tursz illicit practices haveſgiven riſe 
t6.thaf venderful and, WAA degree ＋ 


liar to this. W af manufacture 3 for 
every one of them know, that they cannot 
exiſt but by ſome ſuch corrupt and frau- 
dulent means, and each is apprehenſive, 
that his rival may in this unfair way 
procure greater advantages than himſelf, 
and thereby underſell, and perhaps ulti- 
mately ruin him, 


WITHOUT alledging that the officer has 
betrayed his truſt in either of the ways 
above ſuppoſed, it may be ſafely con- 
cluded, - that this truſt ought not to be 
given, if it can be avoided; and it is evi- 
dent, likewiſe, that the embarraſſment laid 


upon the trader by theſe locks and keys, 


ought, if poſſible, to be withdrawn. Be- 
cauſe he certainly has not the command 
of his own. time, if he cannot work except 
in preſence of the officer. The em- 
barraſſment created by theſe reſtraints is 


| 3 by the London diſtillers, in 
80 a late 


(7 


a late publication, entitled, State tbe 
Diftillery; . Labouring (they ſay,) “ un- 
„ der the ſhackles of Exciſe, a full ftop 1s 
put to all che diſtillery in England; the 
diſtillers are reſtricted in every tking; 
* time, place, mode, and utenſils, are all 
* under the direction of Exciſe; any trade 
* ſubjected to the power of the Exciſe, 
* 18 from that moment ruined and” un- 
done.“ nt 
Tur time was, when England ſent ſpi- 
rits to Holland, now this is fatally rever- 
ſed, the Dutch purchaſe malt in Eng- 
land, —they purchaſe alſo their coal in 
England; and yet with theſe two articles 
of Britiſh produce, they draw not only a 
better ſpirit, but a much greater quantity, 
to the extent of fix or eight gallons from 
the quarter of grain, and fell it at a 
lower price than the Britiſh diſtiller can 
nord do. The Dutch have neither locks 
nor r e nor _ . L reſtraints! 


10 F gin 


Sori nnen * vets made by the 
pre- 
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preſent law, and there 1s reaſon to believe, B 
that much time and pains were beſtowed d. 
in the inveſtigation of the buſineſs be- tl 
fore that law paſſed. SR” f 
Bur, many hardſhips and much diſcre- P. 
tionary truſt ſtill remain. p. 
| f 
By laying the duty upon the quantity * 
of the waſh, the diſtiller is induced to have S 
his liquor in that ſtage of the buſineſs 
highly concentrated, in order to leſſen the tl 
duty. For example, the diſtiller at pre- 1 
ſent draws only 100 gallons of waſh from 7 
a quarter, or a given quantity of grain, 10 
in order to leſſen the duty: But if he 5 
was left at perfect freedom, he would have N 
this waſh diluted, ſo as to yield perhaps th 
130 gallons of that liquor, in place of the 
100; and he would thereby produce not 
only a greater quantity to the extent 18 
of from three to four gallons, but a bots lo 
IE Hewi! dog i nth 9 
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Tur indulgence given by ſtatute to Mr 
Biſhop 


( 39 ) 


Biſhop , of Maidſtone, is conclufive evi- 
dence. of this fact, for he pays only half 
the duty now levied upon the common di- 
ſtiller of corn ſpirits, as he is obliged to uſe 
his waſh very much diluted for the pur- 
poſe of his particular manufacture: Sup- 
pole, therefore, four gallons of additional 
ſpirit, drawn from a quarter of grain in this 
way, and valuing the ſpirits at 2s. 6d. per 
gallon, the nation would gain about 10s. 
ſterling upon each quarter of grain, which 
they now loſe; and it is a ſingular fact, 
well meriting attention, that the yeſt pro- 
duced from ſtrongly concentrated waſh 
is unfit for the purpoſes of baking; 
whereas the yeſt produced from diluted 
waſh is better, in an aſtoniſhing degree, 
than any other yeſt the baker uſes. 


— THe ſpirit drawn from this ſtrong liquor 
is leſs in quantity, by the number of gal- 
lons now-mentioned, and is alſo inferior in 
quality; it therefore requires much recti- 

fication 


( 4 ) 


fication before it is fit for conſumption; 
conſequently there is not only a total loſs of 
the additional quantity of ſpirit, but like- 
wiſe the additional expence of recti fication, 
which muſt be added to the price, and 
both of them concur in operating in fa- 
vour of the foreign ſmuggler. 


To this inconvenciency to the trader, 
may be added the loſs to the Revenue, 
by continuing the locks and keys, and of 
courſe, continuing the diſcretionary truſt in 
the officer. 


HENCE ariſes a very great additional 
expence to the Revenue, in keeping watch- 
men and expectants night and day in the 
works of the trader, merely for the nega- 
tive purpoſe of watching his operations, 
independent of che officer, the ſuperviſor, 
Oc. who are obliged to be conſtantly fol- 
lowing each other as a check upon their 
own corruption. There is alſo. a hardſhip 
peculiar to the Britiſh | diſtiller, by the 
Fo law, which n him when he 

* U ww 


64 

40 zutun D I 
goes to market with his ſpirits, t to reduce. 
them to low i in point of ſtrength, as one 
to ten over hydrometer proof; that is, 
nine gallons of ſpirits will require only 
one gallon of water to bring them to that 
Proof. 


Tus is particularly ſevere upon the diſ- 
tiller in Scotland when he ſends his ſpirits 
to England, becauſe of the uncertainty" 
of the hydrometer ; and the inſtance ' of 
the ſeizure 'above-mentioned, ſhows the 
jealous accuracy with which the law 
has been executed againſt him. But the 
fact is, that ' ſpirits can be made fo 
ſtrong as to require at leaſt one gallon of 
water, to two gallons of ſpirits, to reduce 
them to that proof; conſequently the 
Scotch diſtiller, when he goes to the Engliſh 
market with his ſpirits, is obliged to carry 
four gallons of water for every nine gallons 
of ſpirits, Which greatly increaſes his ex- 
pence, both in caſks and in freight; and 
inithip] particular, | he is not only more; 
hardly dealt wich, than the Weſt India 
merchant, but even the foreign diſtiller, 

F Who 


( 


who. chuſes to ſend his ſpirits to Britain 
upon payment of the foreign duties. 


Born of them may ſend ſpirits of what 


ſtrength they pleaſe; and, although they 


pay the duty by the hydrometer, no con- 
fi ſcation takes place, whatever may be the 
ſtrength; and the Weſt India merchant 
has an allowance of ten or twelve per cent, 
for the variation of the inſtrument; and 
both of them may afterwards reduce their 
ſpirits to the ordinary market proof. 


THESE are a few of the inconveniences 
_ ariſing from the preſent law; to remedy 
them, and to make the trade fair, and to 
prevent fraud, it has been propoſed to 
raiſe the Revenue, that 1s, the Excife upon 
ſpirits alone, leaving the malt-duty upon 
its preſent footing, by the mode of an 
annual licence upon the fill, according to 


its contents. 


As Revenue is an eſſential object to 
Government in the preſent embarraſſed 
ſtate 


(i 4 ) 


ſtate of the finances of this country, the 
Jirt point will be to ſhow, that the receipts 
at the Treaſury, negatively, will not be hurt 
by this change of the ſyſtem; but on the 


contrary, that there is a moral certainty 


of the Revenue being encreaſed. 


In the year 1782, the entered ſtills in 
England amounted altogether to about 
264,000 gallons, and in Scotland to 
81,000, making altogether 34 5,009 gal- 
lons. 


Ir a duty of 3os. per gallon, by way 
of annual licence be impoſed upon each 
gallon of this quantity, it will produce 
L.517,500 Sterling of annual Revenue, 
which will be found -to be fully equal to 
the Revenue that has been produced 
from Britiſh corn ſpirits at an average for 
theſe. twenty years back. 


Tr1s ſum is ſuppoſed to be equal to 
1s. per gallon upon the ſpirits, but by 
th and. induſtry, 1t may, be ace 
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Tuis hs ſhall be e in two 
views; 1½, Stating the advantages reſult- 
ing from it; and 2dly, The objections 
that have been made, with the 1 to 
theſe ee. 

1 ia l . The law 1s rendered 
plain and obvious in its enactment, and 
ſimple and eaſy in its execution. 


Aa & R_ ut — 
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Ir an officer has only to gauge the con- 
tents of the ſtill, his buſineſs will be very 
eaſy; and if more reſtraints ſhall become 
neceſſary, it may be enacted, that no ſtills n 
can be ſold by a copperſmith, without 1 
obtaining a previous licence from the n 
Board of Exciſe, which ſhall be ſtamped 
before it is given out. But, as the preſent 
object is not to enter into a minute detail 
of particulars, this point ſhall be droped 
for the preſent, with this obſervation, 
that in proportion as the number of officers 

7161. {hall 


W K 


C48) 


fhall be decreaſed upon the home diſtiller, 
more of them can be ſpared for the coaſt, 
to check the foreign ſmuggler, without 
altteling _ 1 of ane 
W i WW 5 fi 

2dly, The diſtiler ung left at perfect 
freedom to conduct his operations, he 
may dilute his waſh as much as he thinks 
proper; and by repeating his experiments, 
he will be enabled at laſt to arrive at 
greater perfection in his profeſſion; and 
the trader of the greateſt {kill, induſtry, 
and œconomy, will reap the reward juſtly 


bn. to theſe exertions. 1 


Zaly, Even the raw ſpirir will * innitely 
more palatable and mild, conſequently 
leſs pernicious to the health of the conſu- 


Mer. 


4thly, Not only from this ad vantage, but 
principally from being enabled to reduce 
price, che Britiſh diſtiller will have a decid- 
ed ſuperiority over the foreign ſmuggler; 
* as facts prove more concluſive than 
ſpeculative 


( 46 ) 
ſpeculative reaſoning, the following calcu- 
lation offords direct evidence upon this 
important particular. 
Burris n ſpirits are now ſelling for ex- 


portation | at the port of London for 1s. 
9d. 


If the gd. of ſuppoſed duty be added, 


it will bring the gallon of Britiſh Spirits for 
home-conſnmption to about 2s. 6d. But 
for the greater ſecurity take the calculation 
at 38. per gallon, upon a ſpirit one in fix 
under hydrometer proof, which is the com- 
mon ſtrength to the conſumer. 


'Tais calculation will admit of barley 
riſing to L. 1: 4's. per quarter. It is proba- 
ble this will be about the medium price, 


if ſmuggling is ſtopt, though Perhapy* it 


_ rife a little — 


0 „Feneren gin of the ſame N 18 
now ſelling at about 28. 6 d. per gallon, in 
the North of Scotland, and Brandy not 

much 


8 rr _ 
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much higher. This low price at preſent 
is occaſioned by the officers deriving 
no benefit from making ſeizures, as che 
ſpirits are ordered to be ſtaved. 


- 


Bur, under the former law, when the 
officers had a proportion of the ſeizure, 
foreign brandy fold at about 6s. 6d. per 
gallon, and gin at about 5s. And if the 
ſame reſtraints are reſtored, * there is 
reaſon to conclude the ſame prices will 
return; and if that event happens, which 
may be calculated upon as equal to a cer- 
tainty, not only the Britiſh raw ſpirit, 
but even the rectified ſpirit will come to 
market with a decided ſuperiority over 
the ſmuggled ſpirits. And as the compe- 
tition formerly aroſe betwixt the foreign 
ſpirit, and the Britiſh rectified ſpirit, 
which the foreign ſmuggler ſo completely 
underſold, if the rectified Britiſh {ſpirit 
gains a decided ſuperiority in that line of 


conſumption, the trade of the finoggler 
__ be c completely annthilated:; 1/7 


10 
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To inſtruct this, there is hereto annex 
ed a note of the prime coſt, expence, and 
riſk of bringing foreign ſpirits through 


the ſmuggler to the retail markets of 


- 
"Af ; x © 


Ir theſe concluſions are juſt, one greatand 
capital point is carried; and, it is certain- 
ly unneceſſary here to repeat the prodi- 
gions'advantages that muſt neceſſarily re- 


ſult to agriculture and population, from 


this ſingle object being attained. 


* 
* 


Ir is proper alſo to obſerve, that the 
price of grain will become in ſome mea- 
ſure permanent; becauſe the beſt crop will 
not produce grain, for ſome years at leaſt, 
ſufficient to produce the quantity of ſpi- 


rits requiſite for the home-conſumption, 


it will require importation; conſequent- 
ly, a landlord in letting his farm, and a 
tenant in taking it, can both calculate with 
certainty upon the priee; and if they know 


che average quantity that has been pro- 
duced, or can form a juſt opinion of the 


+ »« | average 
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average that will ariſe, either by continu- 
ing the ſame mode of culture, or by im- 
proving it, {it is evident, that one, at 
leaſt, of theſe; two will be able to form 
very accurate calculations upon theſe 
data,) he will offer with more certainty, 
and of courſe a conſiderable riſe of rent 
may juſtly be expected, even if the price 
of grain ſhall not riſe, which, however, 
muſt unqueſtionably be the caſe, —— 
demand is increaſed. 
| " 
IN point of revenue, RO is a 8 cers, 
tainty of a very great additional encreaſe, 
without ſuppoſing the conſumption of ſpi- 
rits encreaſed; for if that conſumption 
{hall be confmed to the home produce, it 
will require an additional number of ſtills 
neceſſary to produce the 5,000,000, of gal- 
lons ſmuggled annually into this country, 
which muſt be furniſhed by the Britiſh. 
diſtiller. And ſuppoſing cheſe 5,000,000 
of gallons, pay at the rate of 8 d. per gal- 
lon, it will make an addition to the Re- 
venue of I. 66.666 13.4 yearly, which, 
G added 
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added to the former ſum of L. 517,500, will 
produce L. 684, 166: But ſuppoſing it ſhould 
fall ſomething ſhort of this ſum, there will 


remain a Revenue from Britiſh corn ſpi- 
rits, greater than this article has produced, 
upon an average of twenty years back. 
And it will be obſerved, that this Reve- 
nue is independent of the malt- duty, that 
muſt ariſe from the 333, ooo quarters of 
grain, or at leaſt ſuch proportion of it as 
will be malted, which may amount to 
about two thirds of that quantity. 


 Bes1DEs, if the foreign diſtiller, parti- 
cularly of gin, ſhall find himſelf effectual- 
ly excluded from the market of Great Bri- 
tain, he will probably direct the capital he 

now employs in that illicit trade, in a dif- 

ferent channel; and then the Legiſlature 
will be at lüberty to add one or two ſhil- 
lings to the annual licence- duty upon the 
gallon, which will conſiderable exceed any 
Revenue that ever was produced from that 
article. | | 


* 


THE 


G 

Tn preſent is certainly not the period 
when this duty ſhould be taken too high. 
Let the Britiſh diſtiller get the better of the 
foreign ſmuggler, and thereby force him 
to employ his capital in a different channel, 
and then the Revenue may be increaſed. 
It is a great ſtep gained, if the foreign 
ſmuggler is excluded from the Britiſh mar- 
ket without a diminution of the n 
Revenue. 


ANOTHER advantage ariſing from the 
excluſion of the ſmuggler, will be that of 
encreaſing the buſineſsof the rectifier: This 
branch will enereaſe in a triple or quadruple 
ratio, particularly in the article, of gin, 
which can be manufactured in Britain 
fully as well as in Holland, and it is by 
no means an impoſſible or an improbable 
event, that Britain may fend. Ein in Hol- 
land, 1. Ke in edi ed 


Tur Dutch purchaſe a great quantity of 
grain in the Baltic, which is a market as 
open to Britain as to Holland; they pur- 

1 9g G 2 —__ chaſ> 
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Uh 
chaſe likewiſe their fineſt malt from Eng- 


land: And it is a fact perhaps little known, 


that che barley of ue produces the 
beſt malt in the world, not ſo much on 


account of its yielding a greater quantity 


of ſpirit, though ſuperior alſo in that ar- 
ticle, but principally becauſe it poſſeſſes 
the principle of fermentation in a more 
eminent degree than any other barley that 


has as yet found its way to che e of. 


hs e 


— A5 to ab circumſtances, that the 
Dutch bring all the coal, they work their 
diſtilleries with, from Newcaſtle ; it ſeems 
therefore a ſafe conclufion, that in fo far as 


Britiſſi grain and Britiſh fuel are neceſſary, 


che Britiſh diſtiller has the advantage of 
the Dutch; and he has the only other 
market, vis. the Baltic equally open to 


Tux objections that have been ſtated ta 
this mode of raiſing the Revenue, may be 
Gvided into three branches. The 1/, Is 
| in 


was 
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in f6 far as it affects the Revenue 
2dly, A miſtaken regard to the morals. of 
the people, which, it is alledged, will be 
hurt, if ſpirits are made too cheap: And, 
44ly, A pretended alarm thrown out by 
intereſted: perſons, that it would lower 
* uy of the 8 of . . 
1 wy — it A n alled- 
rf that this is making an experiment 
upon too extenſive a ſcale; and that it ig 
dangerous to make ſo total an innovation 
in a matter Where the n . 28 10 —_— 
* conaenned. 800 3:27 14 eee 
* tina dis, it at 
J place, That this' is a groundleſs alarm; 
becauſe the object of the plan goes to 
the point of encreaſing the conſumption of 
Britiſh, ſpirits, in preference to ſmuggled 
ſpirits; and as theſe Britiſh ſpirits muſt 
all pay the duty in the ſhape of a licence, it 
amounts to a moral certainty, chat in the 
ee as . is encreaſed, and the 
Ad » 
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eonſumption of the other diminiſhed; in 
that proportion the Revenue mult enereaſe; 
and the objectors muſt either go the length 
of ſaying, chat ſpirits will ceaſe to be an 
article of conſumption, or they muſt give 
up their argument. If ſpirits continue to 
be conſumed, and if that conſumption is 
to be ſupplied by the Britiſh diſtiller, the 
Revenue muſt not only exiſt, but encreaſe. 


: Ir has been alledged alſo, that a diſtil- 
ler running againſt time, may poſſibly 
diftill as much ſpirits in one year as will 
ferve his conſumption for two years, or at 
leaſt for about eighteen months, 


Tur / anſwer that ſuggeſts itſelf, is 
the impoſſibility of this exiſting in point 
of fact: Becauſe grain will not be produ- 
bed 1 in one year ſufficient for 54 ae 


TY Tur diſtiller has not ſtock to 
purchaſe it rer it _— be found 


XY 1. c 


j 36h, The 105 upon ſuch a quantiry of 
| ſpirits 


. 
ſpirits by the mere waſte, independent of 
his ſtock lying dead upon his hands, ex- 
cludes the idea of it, as this loſs will be near- 
ly equal to the duty ſuppoſed to be ſaved. 


Bor laying this conſideration out of the 
queſtion, the danger of this fraud may be 


guarded againſt, %, By compelling every 


diſtiller to take out his licence for a year. 


24ly, By compelling every diſtiller after 
he has once entered, to renew his hcence 
annually at the ſame period, under the 
penalty of being thrown out of the trade 
for two years together, by refuſing him 2 
licence for that period. 


Bur the beſt anſwer is, thatwhen the duty 
is low, the loſs and riſk. of quantity muſt 
be triple that duty. The variation of the 
common market is too great to admit of 
ſuch an experiment. And /a/ily, Every 
diſtiller doing the ſame thing, would ſink 
the price, and cure them of the idea. Theſe 
things always find a natural level. 

ANOTHER 
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( 56 ) 
\T'ux next objection is founded upon the 
miſtaken, tho' well- meant regard to the 


morals of the people, which, may be hurt, 


1 ſpirits ſhall, become too cheap. 


Alo 1 wol A 


— 


ö Two anfarees naturally eren Aisab⸗ 
Jeftion, „ „ . 5 
TY. Das 

Tur ſe is, eee ne the pre- 
ſent plan, is not to encreaſe the confump- 
tion, but to ſupply the conſumption that 
now is with Dewth, in Plagy of. er 
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24%, 'SorroznG, a po danger ſhould be 


apprehended upon this head, let the brew- 
er have ſome relief, which will enable him 
to afford a cordial and exhilerating ferment- 
ed liquor, and the confumers of ale will 
be encouraged to continue in that line of 


confumprion, and it will gain credit with 


the filing generation, and may perhaps re- 


turn again to what it formerly was: For 


che encreaſed conſumption of ſpirits takes 
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ins 0 5 . 8 addifiangl, taxes 
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which have been laid upon ale, which 
obliged the brewer to reduce the quantity 
ſo much; as to render that ſpecies of malt 
liquor, formerly the common beverage 
of the lower claſs of people, ſo weak, as 
to. be little better than water juſt tinged 
with malt; and the price of wages, at leaſt 
in Scotland, is ſo low, as not to admit of 
their purchaſing the higher priced malt 


141 


'Bes1Des, in the 34. place, When the. 
ſmuggler is once fairly driven out of the 
Britiſh market, and the ſtock he at preſent 
employs in ſending liquors there, ſhall be 
diverted into a different channel, which 
muſt — in the courle of a few huh 


— — = 2 —— — =—_ 
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TI TT 


him, the Terihrike will have the power 
of preventing the conſumption of ſpirits 
encreaſing in a great degree, by ak | 
1 the annual licence. Ajit 
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TIE laſt objection (there i is reaſon tc to, be- 
. was the one that operated moſt for-. 
H : cibly 
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cibly wirh the Landed Intereſt, and yet is 
the moſt groundleſs: viz. That it will, 
leſſen the conſumption r_ the 1 god of 


inferior quality. 
115 


Ix order that this objection may be 
thoroughly underſtood, it will be neceſſary 
to begin with explaining the preſent con- 
feſſed practice of the diſtiller. He mixes 
a certain proportion of the beſt malt, with 
the meal of blacked or damaged wheat or 
barley, or with the meal of barley of infe- 
rior quality, or with the meal of rye. In 
ſhort, his greateſt conſumption conſiſts of 
damaged grain, or grain of inferior quality. 
But he ſays he muſt depart from this 
practice, if he is obliged to work agu 
time ; (which will be the caſe, if the duty 
ſhall be impoſed by way of annual licence) 
becauſe he will then only uſe the 
fineſt grain, as producing the greateſt 
| quantity of ſpirit from the leaſt Wen 
quantity of grain or of malt. | 


5 IN order to give this Apaanns any 
degree of weight, the diſtiller muſt ſay, 
that 


59. 


that the waſh, ariſing from inferior grain, 
does not yield as much ſpirit as an equal 
quantity of waſh made from fine grain; 
for if the difference conſiſts only in the 
former yielding a ſmaller quantity of waſh, 
and that equal quantities of the; waſh of 
both, yield an equal quantity of ſpirit, his 
objection is without the ſhadow of founda- 
tion: Becauſe the only part of the proceſs 
of diſtilling that will be performed againſt 
time if the hcence-duty takes place, is the 
runing off of the ſtill; conſequently, if the 
waſh of the fine grain, and the wath of the 
inferior grain 1s equally productive when 
it comes to the ſtill, the ſuppoled diſad- 
vantage in working againſt time muſt 
be laid out of the caſe; and if the pre- 
vious proceſs of fermentation ſhall be ſlow- 
er when inferior grain is uſed, an addi- 
tional waſh tun will remove the objection, 
as it will enable the diſtiller to let it ſtand 
longer, without en his other opera- 


tions. re Li»14 | +  CALTLIGTTH 


FROM this ſhape 0 of the argument; it is 
feel. H 1 EVIL dently 


| 


i 
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evidentiy groundleſs and affected. The 
diſtiller, therefore, muſt change his aver- 1 
ment; and he muſt ſay, that the waſh of 3 
inferior grain is not ſo productive as the | 
waſh of the finer grain: But the ſmalleſt 
inveſtigation will prove, that he is equally | 
mia in this * ; 
AS 40 ( 
1 HE bd auen! is Ks upon 1 ; 
* : and if it be true that the waſh of 6 
inferior grain is not ſo productive as the 
waſh of finer, grain, let the diſtiller ex- 1 
plain, if he. can, Why he at preſent uſes 
this, anferior , grain, and pays a duty for 6 
the waſh of it as high as he pays for the 

waſh of the fineſt 2 85 3 

251915 | 

ha Ft kk Matter {docs not even reſt here: 1 
Ihe preſent duty is ſuppoſed to be 28. x 
q 


I; at gallon. of ſpirits ; the duty, as pro- 
poſed Fr by, the licence, will not. exceed gd. | 


per. gallon; 5 if therefore he uſes, the; in- ; 
ferion, grain when he pays. 28 1d, he 1 
N boys an additional , advantage, in che 1 
ratio of the ty duties, to continue Naar 4 
men practice, W 91103 V100 21 Lb 20 7 
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BxslDzs, it is a fact perfectly well 
known tb every practical diſtiller, that the 
meal of inferior grain is very near as pro- 
ductive asſthe meal of the fineſt grain; and 
that the object the diſtiller has in view by 
uſing a proportion of the fineſt malt, is not 
ſo much upon account of the additional 
quantity of ſpirit which it produces, as 
from the principle of fermentation contain- 
ed in it; which promotes that proceſs when 
mixed with the inferior grain; and” by 
making che fermentation more perfect, a 
greater quantity of ſpirit is produced from 
the inferior grain than otherwiſe would 
ariſe n Ks Rid s 3 40 ew 
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IT is a fact N Fo the 3 
in price betwixt the finer and inferior 
grain is out of all proportion, as to the in- 
trinſic quality of each f * brew- 
| er\cannot give flavout „to his ale; e,, E 
is the excellence of it, Without che fineſt 
grain; he is therefore 4 derefiitiied” fal 
to the diftiller itt that market "But in pur. 


| 4 ' N | , | | 
chaſing the damaged or inferior to de: . ; i 
the Fae only compete with cath orkeh, | 1 
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and the more the diſtillery is encreaſed, 
the more the we 1 inferior grain will 
wat bous1} a :5 7 62% WING ri N 


. this argument ſhall appear ata 
anſwered, it not only proves the fallacy of 
it, but it eſtabliſhes likewiſe, that the men 
23 endeavour to create a groundleſs a- 
larm, and raiſe an objection to the propoſed 
alterations, are actuated by motives 3 
they dare not avow. 1 5d bd 


i 


J Tut 18 naturally — to a ' conclubive 
fact in ſupport of the propoſed alteration, 
as it proves directly, that every diſtiller, 
without diſtinction, muſt be guilty of groſs 
frauds againſt the Revenue. 


Tux preſent duty is ſuppoſed to amount 
to about 28. Id. upon the gallon of ſpi- 
rits; the duty by the propoſed alteration 
will be about 9d. per gallon, which is 
a reduction of more than one half.— 
And yet when this duty is impoſed 3 in 
a manner that will exchid: fraud; and 
upon data which cannot Kir, Bechuld it is 


not ſuppoſed, that the diſtillery 1: is to be in- 
creaſed 


131} g 


1 


creaſed, although the Revenue is to be 
greater, than it has been at any period for 
theſe twenty years back; the fraud, there- 
fore, muſt be in the ratio of 28. 1 d. to 
9 d.; 4 but to ſtate this fact i in a ſtill clearer 
point of view, the ratio ought t to be taken 
as 48. 11d. (the dury previous t to 1ſt No- 
vember 1784), 3 is to gd. Se 


Her any perſon make this ct 
and then let him aſk himſelf, whether it 
is poſſible to believe, that there is an im- 
maculate, or a fair diſtiller 1 in Great Bri- 
tain? | anne 


2 11 1 

THE FF poſſible 8 tes can be 
made to this concluſive fact, is, that the 
diſtillers have, not conſtantly wrought 
through the whole year; but to check 
this, let another fact be inquired into, by 
taking an account from the books of Ex- 
ciſe of the number of months that every 
diſtiller has wrought for theſe four years 
back, and then there will be certain data 
for fixing the extent of the fraud. 1 


494 


T. 1 calculation that fabpofch the licence 
duty 


' ( 64 ) 


duty of 308. per gallon upon the {till at 8d. 
or 9d. is founded upon the idea of a diſtil- 
ler working only four times a-week 
through the whole year; but, as he in 
fact, runs off his ſtill at leaſt ſeven times 
every week during the working months, 
this calculation muſt appear very low, and 
it ſeems perfectly evident, that if every diſ- 
tiller had wrought but for the half of the 
year, the duty muſt have been infi- 
nitely greater than it has been ; and in- 
deed it is evident, that where the diſtiller. 
and the rectifier live in the near neigh- 
bourhood, or perhaps the next door to each 
other, the opportunities of committing 
fraud are much greater than when they 
live at a diſtance from each other, 
ſuppoſing the corruption of the officer out 
of the queſtion. 


For example, in the / caſe, ſpirits 
may be conveyed from the one to the 
other without permit, with hardly any 
riſk of ſeizure. But, if the ſpirits muſt 
be carried to the diſtance of even one 
mile, the riſk of ſeizure is amazingly en- 
ereaſed ; and every man will judge, whe- 

8 ther 


G 2 


ther it is poſſible to believe, where the 
temptation has been ſo great, that no fraud 
ever would be committed; and perhaps 
it may ariſe as a fair inference from theſe 
premiſſes, that the fraud of diſtillers is not 
the leaſt in great towns, where the chance 
er des dien is the dat. 
| *. 

1r'is to be obſerved a 

a diſtiller has one diſtillery entered for 
home-conſumption, and another adjoining 
to it entered for exportation, (Which ia 
the caſe in London) he has prodigious oh 
porrualthes,. of committing frauds be- 
cauſe in the exportation work he pays no 
duty whatever and it is an eaſy matter 
to transfer the ſtock of _ work to the 
other. Po: od; 16 5 un ly een, 


- Fj ++, 


Taz laſt Point chat came ue the 
conſideration of the Committee, was the 
partial law " propoſed } ſt Seſſion of Pars, 
lament ; and which t diſtillers of Scal 
1 IN ily « deßrous of being free. © 
the opp kv oh ad ruinous reſttaints £. 
he n HEE in Scotland, bag, 
Ty Pin 
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raſhly agreed to, in order to get free of 2 
temporary diſtreſs, without attending to 
the general intereſt of the United King- 


dom, or the fatal conſequences that muſt 

ariſe from a law, that would be ſo unequal 

in its operation, upon two traders reſort- 
ing to the ſame market. 

Ix forming an opinion upon this point, 

the Committee aſſumed it as an eſtabliſh- 


ed propoſition, that every diſtiller in Great 


Britain, without diſtinction of place, had 


been guilty of the moſt enormous frauds 


againſt the Revenue. And without re- 
« peating what has been ſaid upon this 
point, if it is a well-grounded fact, That 
the whole entered ſtills in Great Britain, 
_ ſuppoſing them fairly worked, would 
have produced L. 517,500 of duty, at gd. 
per gallon. And, if in fact, theſe ſtills 
produced only about that ſum, when the 
nominal duty was at 48. 11 d. per gallon, 
it follows, that the Revenue has been de- 
frauded of more than two millions Ster- 
ling, for every year, in which ſtills to the 
ſpecific extent above-mentioned, were 


uſed. , 
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Ir ſhall be admitted, for the ſake of ar- 
gument, that greater frauds have been 
committed by the diſtillers in Scotland, 
than by the diſtillers of England, corre- 
ſponding to the ratio of the ſtills in each 


part of the United Kingdom; though 


| there is much reaſon to doubt, if this ad- 
miffion is founded in fact; or that it will 
appear to be true, if the inveſtigations al- 
ready ſuggeſted ſhall be made ; but hold- 
ing it for true, it is in the nature of things, 
impoſſible that diſtillers, with ſills 
amounting altogether to 81,000 gallons 
contents, could bethe foledefaultersof theſe 
unaccounted millions; and that the dil- 
tillers in England, poſſeſſing ſtills to the 
extent of 264, ooo gallons, have drawn no 
ſhare of this immenſe ſum. 


Hor vin, therefore, that frauds againſt 
the Revenue, in point of extent, have been 


ſo enormous as to beggar all imagination, 


and have been committed by every diſ- 
tiller, and by the greateſt, and apparently 


the moſt candid diſtillers, to the higheſt” 


extent ; the Committee, were clearly and 
| | decidedly 
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decidedly c of opinion, That it was in ie na- 
ture of things impoſſible to fix a fair equa- 
lizing duty, becauſe it was beyond the 
power of man to aſcertain a juſt equaliz- 
ing duty betwixt two traders, formerly, 
perhaps, equally fraudulent, but whereof 
the one is now to be reduced to the neceſ- 0 
"gy of being honeſt, while the other is to | 
be left in the full enjoyment of the profits 


of his iniquity, the extent of which can- 
not be known. And although the Lon- | 


don diſtillers held forth the boon of not | 
interfering with the Scotch diſtillers in the 
market of Scotland, as a favour which 
they were graciouſly pleaſed to confer up- 

on the diſtillers of this part of the United 
Kingdom yet this appeared to be infring- ä 
ing the general rights of the citizens of 1 
both parts of the United Kingdom ;— | 
acting inconſiſtently with the firft erg | 
ciples of the Treaty of Union, | 
bartering rights which neither party was 
intitled to diſpoſe of ;—and was in fact, 
a tranſaction of too great national magni- 
tude for diſtillers to decide upon, and 
which might have been productive of the 
worſt 


* 
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worſt conſequences to the citizens at large, 
in both parts of the United Kingdom. 


Surrosk this bargain had proved un- 
equal to either party, not only the loſing 
party, but the whole body of the peo- 

ple in that part of the kingdom upon 
which the loſs fell, would have complained. 


Sup Os E, for example, the diſtillers of 
Scotland had got the advantage, and that 
great part of the diſtillery had been tranſ- 
ferred to Scotland, the complaint would 
have been, that either by fraud, or by 
| ſome other means equally unfair, this ad- 
vantage had been acquired, and the com- 
plaints of the ruined diſtillers in England, 
would have been loud and clamorous to 
the laſt degree, and new laws and new ar- 
rangements would have been called for. 
| SvyPosE, on the other hand, that the diſ- 
tillers in England had got the advantage, 
and had thereby ſecured to themſelves an 
excluſive monopoly of the Engliſh market; 
the diſtillers in Scotland would have been 
* clamorous, when they found 

themſelves 
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themſelves excluded from the market of 


England. 


BuT the complaints would not have 
reſted here, the Landed Intereſt of Scotland, 
that is, the proprietors of land, their ten- 
ants, and thoſe depending upon them, who 
form by far the greateſt body in Scotland, 
would have complained with juſtice, and 
with reaſon, of a direct violation of the 
ich article of the Treaty of Union, 
when they found their country over- 
ſtocked with ſpirits ; a great part of which 
bad been diſtilled from Engliſh grain, 
while their own barley was lying like a 
drugg upon their hands, becauſe the mar- 


e en LIC RE | 


ſpirits. 


THe fatal conſequences that might ariſe 


from ſuch jealouſies and diſcontents, every 
wiſe man would wiſh to avoid, and depre- 
cate, as the greateſt misfortune that could 
_ befall his country; and there is juſt 
: gy to conclude, that the London di- 


ſtillers | 
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ſüllers would have reaped all the advan- 
tage ariſing from this tranſaction; becauſe; 
it is in the nature of things impoſſible to 
fix an eqalizing duty betwixt two traders 
in any given ſituation, when there are no 
eſtabliſhed data, upon which the calcula« 
tion for aſcertuing that —— 
can ey” 


8orrosn the 20 8. of A 
upon the gallon of the contents of the 
ſtill, and the 18. 9d. of equalizing duty 
which was propoſed, would have been 
when taken jointly, exactly equal to 28, 1d. 
the' nominal duty per gallon, fuppoſed to be 
wil in England; it is clear, that the 
Scotch diſtiller could expect no benefit 
or indulgence whatever, from a * 


of thoſe duties. 


Bur PA the Engliſh Aiſtiller, 0 the 
ways and means which he unqueſtionably 
practiſes, ſhall only pay 6d. per gallon of 
duty, he muſt underſell the Scotch diſtiller 
by 18. 7d. per gallon, which is fo decided 


an 


an advantage, chat it would amount to 2 
prohibition, 


Bur ſuppoſe the advantage ſhould not 
be ſo decided, as totally and completely 
to exclude the Scotch diſtiller from the 
Engliſh market, the firſt ſtep the London 
diſtiller would take, would be to offer Go- 
vernment an additional duty, which would 
of courſe, give him a right to demand 


that the equalizing-duty ſhould be raiſed. 


Tr1s additional duty would, like the 
former, be fully paid by the Scotch di- 
ſtiller, and if the London diſtiller paid 
only the half, it would render the adwan- 
tage ſtill more decided, and he would 
continue to make theſe liberal offers to 
Government, until ſuch time as his ad- 


vantage ſhould become perfectly com- 


plete. 


But ſuppoſe it a poſſible event, that 
the licence duty and the equalizing- duty 
ſhould put the traders in both parts of the 

| United 
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United Kingdom' upon an equal footing 
in the Engliſh market, which is the faireſt 
view, though the leaſt probable one that 
can be put, it ſtill remains to be explained, 

why this mode of ſettling the buſineſs 
ſhould be preferred to the one propoſed, 

which muſt unqueſtionably, produce a 
perfect equality, and muſt leave the mar- 
ket, both of England and of Scotland, open 


to the London and the Scotch en in- 
diſcriminately. ; 


Tux partial law in all probability would. 
have been productive of the worſt con- 
ſequences to the nation; for nothing worſe 
can happen than ſetting one part of a 
nation at variance with the other FRE: of. 5 
the ſame nation. | 5 


Ir certainly requires ſtronger and more 
cogent reaſons than have been as yet ſug- 
geſted, to induce the Legiſlature to paſs a 
law which would produce ſuch dreadful con- 
vulſions in the ſtate, in preference to ano- 
ther, which muſt undoubtedly introduce 

| K the 
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the ſame principle of equality, which is 
the object of the firſt law, without the poſs 
ſibility of any one bad conſequence what- 
ever ariſing from this ſecond propoſed 
law, 53 


TaxinG the matter in this plain and 
obvious view, it ſeems almoſt incredible 
that a doubt ſhould occur in the mind of 
any perſon, which of the two propoſitions 
ſhould be adopted, But the fact is that a 
few diſtillers in London, having, by the 
means already explained, acquired a mo- 
nopoly of the diſtillery of England, to the 
prejudice of the landed proprietor of Eng- 
land, and his tenant; and having roſe to 
opulence, they have created an alarm in 
the Miniſters of the Crown, that the Reve- 
nue is in danger, if this plan ſhould be 
adopted; and they, juſtly cautious of taking 
any ſtep, that might affect the credit of 
the nation, without ſufficient enquiry, 
have been catched by this bait. But the 
matter requires only to be underſtood to 

remove 


| 4 8.4 
remove this affected alarm, and to > diſpel 
thoſe fears. | 


IT is as plain a propoſition as any in 
Euclid, that if the ſmuggler be excluded 
from the Britiſh market, and fraud expel- 
led from the Britiſh diſtillery, the revenue 
muſt encreaſe, in place of being diminiſh= 
ed, in whatever way it ſhall be collected, 
unleſs it can be ſaid that ſpirits will ceaſe 
to be an article of hr, N in Great 
Britain. 


Ir is equally plain that the law which 
excludes fraud; throws the trade open to 
every Citizen in every corner of the king- 
dom upon equal terms, and raiſes 
the greateſt Revenue with the leaſt 
expence to Government, and with the 
leaſt embarraſſment to the trader, 1s the 
| beſt law; and that thoſe who oppoſe that 
law, muſt be actuated by ſelf-intereſted mo- 
tives, which they dare not avow. | 
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In ſhort, this is not a queſtion betwixt 


the diſtillers of London, and the diſtillers 


of Scotland—it is the queſtion of the na- 


tion at large againſt the diſtillers of London 


alone, who having acquired a monopoly 
in one branch of manufacture, are now 
endeavouring to maintain it by the ſacriſice 
of the beſt intereſts of the nation, vi. the 
cultivation of the waſte lands and encreaſe 
of population, and to theſe two may be 
added a third important particular, v:z. the 
encreaſe of the Revenue. 


Tux Landed Intereſt of Scotland ought 
not to allow themſelves to be miſled by 
the cry ſo induſtriouſly propogated, that 
their interfering upon the preſent occa- 
ſion, and throwing their weight into the 
ſcale is only to protect a few diſtillers, who 
have groſsly defrauded the Revenue; and 
who, if they had paid the taxes they ought 
to have paid, would have prevented taxes from | 
being laid upon other articles more eſſen- 


tially neceſlary to the comfort of the low- 
er claſs of the people. 
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Tuis ſtory may in part, be founded on 


truth; for, if the calculations already 
ſtated are but tolerably well founded in 


fact, it is perfectly evident that the diſtil- 


lery of Great Britain has not paid a fifth- 
part of the duty that it ought to have paid. 
But the Landed Intereſt of Scotland are not 
giving their weight and their influence to 
ſupport or encourage ſuch frauds, they are 
embracing the favoured moment, which 
has occured by a quarrel, betwixt the 
defaulters in both parts of the United 
Kingdom, to lay before the Legiſlature 
ſuch plain and obvious propoſitions, as 
will effectually exclude the like frauds in 
future, by following the idea of the old pro- 
verb, which ſays, When rogues reckon, 
* honeſt men get their own,” and they 
hope this proverb will be verified by a fair 
trade over the whole kingom, and a large 
productive Revenue ariſing from it, with 
the reaſonable proſpect of making this trade 
at a future, and not a very diſtant period, 
the ſubject of additional taxation. 
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Tux Landed Intereſt of Scotland are call- | 


ed upon in another view, to intereſt them- 
ſelves in this queſtion, as a matter of very 


great, and of very general importance, not 


only as it holds forth the diſtillery as prac- 
tiſed in Scotland, tobe the moſt valuable diſ- 
covery ever was made, for the benefit of the 
Landed Intereft of England, as well as of 
Scotland, becauſe it tends more effectually 
than anyplanthat has been yet ſuggeſted, to 
encreaſe the population of Great Britain 
to encreaſe the produce of their land, - and 
toencreaſe the value of that produce ina moſt 
aſtoniſhingdegree. But they are called upon 
alſo to conſider this as a precedent of gene- 


ral importance, for, if a line is to be drawn 


betwixt the two kingdoms, and if Scotland 
is to be excluded from the market of Eng- 


land with regard to any one Exciſeable 


manufacture, it eſtabliſhes a fair authority 
for introducing a ſimilar rule with regard 
to every manufacture ſubject to Exciſe- 
laws, which is in other words, ſaying, that 
no one manufacture, though common to 


both Kingdoms, if carried on in Scotland 


ſhall be carried to the Engliſh market. 
SCOTLAND 
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SCOTLAND at preſent ſends a conſidera- 
ble quantity of ſoap to England, and it 1s 


a growing trade in Scotland at this mo- 
ment; but in the next ſeſſion of Parliament 


the ſoap boilers in England may ſay, and 
ſay with truth, that 20 years are not elap- 
{ed ſince they ſupplied the whole conſump- 


tion of Scotland in that article, (ſome ſmall 
quantities {ſmuggled from Ireland upon the 
welt coaſt excepted,) but now there is a con- 
ſiderable export trade of that article from 


Scotland into England, therefore there 


muſt be fraud in Scotland; and upon the 
precedent of the diſtillers of London, the 


ſoap boilers have a right to demand, that 


the ſoap manufactured in Scotland, ſhall 
be confined to the market of Scotland. 


TE principle is equally applicable in 


both caſes, and after it is carried into a law 


in one caſe, in vain will this part of the 


United Kingdom plead, that by the 4th ar- 
ticle of the Treaty of Union it is ſtipulated 
** That all the ſubjects of the United King- 


dom of Great Britain, ſhall, from and 


after 


> 
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after the Union, have full freedom and 
« intercourſe, of trade and navigation, to 


“ and from any part or place within the 


* {aid United Kingdom, and: the Domini- 
ons and Plantations thereunto, belong- 
ing; and that there be a communication 
Hof all other rights, privileges and ad- 
* yantages, which do and may belong to 
the ſubjects of either Kingdom, except 
* where it is otherwiſe expreſsly agreed 
in theſe articles 


Tux line of ſecluſion in the diſtillery, 
may prove a fatal and a deciſive precedent ; 
and in vain will the ſoap-boilers deſire as 
the diſtillers in Scotland now do, that a 
law may be framed totally and effectually 
to exclude the poſſibility of fraud in either 
part of the kingdom, leaving it to the 
honeſt induſtry of the manufacturer 
wherever ſituated, to reap the fair ad- 
vantage of "ſe exertions. 
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it is morally impoſſible we can ever rival 
our fellow- citizens in England, who are 
poſſeſſed of ſuperior wealth, ſuperior in- 
duſtry, a warmer ſun, and a richer ſoil; 
and in fact, it is the encreaſe of the manu- 
factures of England that encourages the 
manufactures of Scotland in two views. 


IJ, As the improved induſtry of the 
manufacturers of England gradually a- 


ſcend to the finer, and more valuable ma- 
nufactures, the demand for ſoap, and 


other ſuch coarſer manufactures, for finiſh- 
ing theſe finer articles, is fo greatly encrea- 
ſed, that the manufacturers of theſe infe- 
rior branches in England are not able to 
ſupply the demand; which has encoura- 
ged the Scotch manufacturers to attempt 
a little in theſe lines. 


. 2aly, EVEN the wealth and induſtry of 


England, formerly employed in theſe infe- 


rior manufactures. is directed to the finer 
ones, as by far the moſt profitable, and 
conſequently fewer of the coarſer manu- 

oO | factures 
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factures are produced, although the de- 
mand for them is encreaſed; and it is 
theſe coarſer manufactures, like the crumbs 
from the rich man's table, which fall 
to the ſhare of Scotland; and with the 
exception perhaps of gauzes, it is in theſe 
coarſer manufactures only, that the induſ- 
try of Scotland is encreaſing. 


Tas Engliſh manufacturer, in place of 
looking upon this progreſs with a jealous 
eye, ought to encourage and cheriſh it as 
one of the greateſt advantages that can 
happen to himſelf. 


IJ, In a national view, becauſe, if 
they were not ſupphed with theſe coar- 
ſer manufactures from Scotland, they 
would be obliged to import them from 
abroad; whereas, by getting them from 
Scotland, almoſt the whole wealth ari- 


ſing from Britiſh induſtry, is confined to 


Great Britain, and the general riches and 
strength of the country kept within the 
King dom. RT 
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2dly, ' a narrower and more "confined 
d | | idea, 
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idea, it is the intereſt of the Engliſh to 


encourage the infant manufactures of 


Scotland; becauſe, notwithftanding all 
our indtihry, the balance "of rade is 
greatly "againſt us, and in favoul ef 


England; and it uf continue for ever 


to be ſo, for our luxuries encreaſe much 
more rapidly than our induſtry, and 
conſequently the richer we grow, we be⸗ 


come the better cuſtomers to England, in 


a ratio far exceeding theſe riches; and, in 
this way, the price of the manufactures we 
fend to England never comes out of it 
we leave that money and we ſend a great 
deal more there to purchaſe every article of 
general conſumption in Scotland, almoſt 
all of which come from England, 


To illuſtrate , this propoſition, let an 
account be taken of the malt liquor and the 
grain that came from England to Scotland, 
for four years, together, at the diſtance.of 
twenty. or twenty-five years ago; and let a 


ſimilar account be taken for the laſt four . 


16); 
years, and let the two accounts be com- 


| pare, and it will be found that even in 


L 2 theſe 
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theſe two articles che demand is umazingly 
encreaſetl: Although it might have been 
ſuppaſed, from the great improvements 
which confeſſedly have been made in the 
agriculture of Scotland, we miglhit have leſ- 
ſened the demand in theſe two articles. 
But the fact is, that we muſt for ever 
bring from England the higher flavoured 
malt liquors, the demand for which en- 
creaſes with our luxury Becauſe the fun 
1s weaker—we have a poorer ſoil—and a 
more variable climate than our fellow. citi- 
zens of England, and conſequently our 
grain muſt for ever be inferior in quality, 
and ſtill more inferior in flavour, and 
in the principle of fermentation, than the 
Engliſh grain; and, for this reaſon, we 
cannot carry on the diſtillery in Scotland 
without a proportion of the beſt Engliſh 
grain, becauſe our own inferior grain will 
ngt be nearly 10 productive, without hav- 
ing ſome of FE dai grain to aſſiſt the 
fermentation... 2 6 1359901 | 
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IN this ſingle view, it of wrath an 3 
for the Landed Intereſt of England, to pro- 
tect 
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tect-the, difilleryrad, „ 
creates a ri valſhip betwixt the diſtillers of 


Scotland and the diſtillers of London, 


which certainly muſt enhance the price 
of the commodity chat is the fubject af 
competition: And, indeed it operates, in a 
greater degree; for the leſs of the fine 
grain the London diſtillers purchaſe, they 
muſt conſume more of che grain 4 


inferior quality. 


| Tus diſtillery, is, perhaps, the only ma- 
nufacture in which any thing like a fair 
competition can ariſe, owing to the infe- 
rior quality of the Scotch grain; but if 
5,000,000. of gallons are added to the 
conſumption yearly, there is ample field, 
not only for all the diſtillers which now 
exiſt, but alſo, for at leaſt, a half more. 


Let it be obſerved, however, that When 
Scotland was Wölfl with ſtills, attiotint- 
ing altogether to $81,000 gallons; And 
England working with ſtills to the amount 


altogether" of no def clan 264, 00b tele 
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the Engliſh diſtillers, with a degree of 
meanneſs and jealouſy, the nation at large 
mult bluſh for, have been endeavouring by 
various laws for theſe ſeveral years paſt, 
to cruſh this infant manufacture in Scot- 
Nad. 10 * #161 | 


- PERHAPs this may ſeem rather a digreſ- 
fon from the point preſently in view, 
which was to ſhow, that this is a queſtion 
of general importance to Scotland, as it 
may eſtabliſh a precedent of a very dange- 
rous IE) to _—_ manufacture. 


Tut 5 er is not — upon 
mere ſpeculative declamation, it takes its 
riſe from the following important fact: 


WirhIN a late period of time, the Com- 
mittee have been informed, that an official 
letter has been received by the Board of 
Exciſe in Scotland, charging them with 
neglect, of duty, in levying the Revenue 
upon the bottle- makers; becauſe. à veſſel 
had carried Scotch made bottles from 
Leith to Newcaſtle, 

UroN 


(% ) 


.. Upon enquiry, it was found, that at 
this very time there were two veſſels 1. 
ing in the harbour of Leith, delivering 
Newcaſtle made bottles to the merchants 
in Leith, without the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of 
Fraud againſt the officers of Revenue at 
Newcaſtle. 


Tris preſumptive charge of fraud, was 
dealing out to 'Scotland rather a ſcrimper 
meaſure of juſtice, than the generous and 
honeſt diſpoſition of the people of Eng- 
land, generally diſpenſe to their neigh- 
bours; for it muſt be admitted, that no 
nation on earth, either ancient or modern, 
holds a fairer fame upon the annals of hiſ- 
tory than the nation of England: They 
have been ever beloved, for the humane 
and generous feelings of the heart, and 
reſpected for the candid and liberal ſenti- 
ments of the mind; therefore, this country 
has nothing to fear, and every thing to 
hope from their fellow citizens at large? 


upon this head. 2108 fd oft 1104 
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Ar the fame time it may be obſerved, 
that public Boards ſhould be cautious how 
they interfere, and ſtill leſs ought they to 
encourage the peeviſh . of rival ma- 
nufacturers. | 2h; ky 


FAIR rivalihip ought ever to be counte- 
nanced, as much as a deſtructive: monopo- 
ly ought to be diſcouraged, as the laſt en- 
hances the commodity beyond its fair va- 
lue to the conſumer, and checks the exer- 
tions of induſtry and of genius; while rival- 
ſhip encourages both theſe two great ſour- 
ces of commercial wealth, and at the ſame 
time it- brings the article to the hand of 
the conſumer, at an equal and a moderate 
price. 


Ir may be noticed likewiſe, that if 
the honeſt and liberal part of the people 
of England ſhall allow themſelves to be- 
come the dupes of that mean and narrow 
jealouſy, which is often found at the bot- 
tom of the mercantile character; and, 
{hall 


633 
mall ſuffer their judgment, in this national 
queſtion, to be miſled by the elamour vf 
a few ſelſiſh men, and ſhall eſtabliſſ an 
unjuſt and a deſtructire monopoly im any 
one ſet of men, to the prejudice of alk the 
reſt of the United Kingdom, the people of 
Scotland have ſenſe enough to feel their 
vorgang, and en to mens W 


+443 B 5-439 Hg; 


1r this e of che 1 is; to 


be draw to a precedent, Scotland muſt look 


to herelf for relief, and ſhe is entitled to 
expect that her Repreſentatives in both 
Houſes of Parliament will, as one man, 


complain of the injuſtice, and ſpeak forth 
the unqueſtioned and unalienable rights of 
their country, of which they are the pro- 


per guardians in the firſt inſtance, though 
the numerous advertiſements from farmers 


which have appeared of late, prove that even 


in the lower claſſes, Scotland is ſtill capable 


of thinking for herſelf; at the ame time, 
the anxiety which our Repreſentati ves haxe 


ſhown to underſtand this buſineſa, gives us 
| M full 
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full ground to hope it will come to nen, 
and therefore a happy iſſue. 


Bor if any fair aoncluſion whatever can 


ariſe from this accidental fact, it ſeems to 


point at the general reviſal of the whole 


Code of Exciſe-laws, in order that they 


may be put upon ſuch a footing, as 
to exclude either the fraud of the ma- 
nufacturer, or the corruption of the Reve- 
nue-officer. 


Ir the diſtillers of Scotland, feeling them- 
ſelves under the heavy prefſſure of a tem- 
porary evil, did either propofe themſelves, 
or did agree to a propoſal made by others, 


to remedy this evil, by introducing a great- 


er, it only proves, that however intelli- 
gent they may be in their own profeſſion, 
they are not competent to decide upon great 
national queſtions ; and, like the horſe in 
the fable, by once admitting a rider, they 
would have ſubjected themſelves to perpe- 
tual ſlavery. 6 


VUreon the whole, let the Landed! 198 


reſt 
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feſt of Scotland go to the Parliament ot 
Great Britain with a fair propoſition; let 
them demand from the candor and juſtice 
of the Repreſentatives of the nation, a full 
inveſtigation of this important matter 
and if it ſhall appear, as they have no doubt 


it will, that enormous frauds have been 


commited againſt the Revenue, by the 
diſtillers of Great Britain,—that the Re- 
venue-laws, by impoſing too heavy du- 
ties on this manufacture,—have given the 
foreign ſmuggler an undue advantage 
in the Britiſh market, that by want of 
ſyſtem, and repoſing too much truſt in the 
inferior Officers, have opened a door for fraud 
and corruption, the extent of which would 
exceed all imagination or belief, if the fact 


was not demonſtrated; and that impoſing 


the duty by way of annual licence upon the 


till, according to its content. will relieve 
the trader — will baniſh the foreign ſmug» 
gler—will yield a great Revenue —will 


encourage population and agriculture 
and will increaſe the beſt wealth of 
| the 
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9 
the nation; the wiſdom of the Legiſlature 
will certainly adopt the plan. | 


Bur if unfortunately upon more mature 
inveſtigation it ſhall be found that this 
plan will not remedy the evils complained 
of, let the Landed Intereſt of Scotland feel 
that honeſt ſatisfaction of having meant 
well by the nation at large, and * OO” 
they have failed, 

% Magno tamen excidit auſus.“ 
And let them reſt aſſured, that the 
Miniſter, and the Legiſlature of this Great 


Nation, ever attentive to, and watchful 


over the true intereſts of the whole, will 
find a remedy that ſhall place the manu- 
facturer in every part of the United King- 
dom, upon a fair and equal footing, in 
their common market of Great Britain. 
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Progreſſive Table of the ſeveral Duties laid on the Diſtillery by various acts of Parliament, 
| [Referred to in Page 35th. ] | 


Bairisn Corn Spirits after the 1ſt November 


England and in Scotland. 


Carriage and riſk of penalty to the carrier from the coaſt to Edinburgh,at a medium, 


Note of the prime coſt and expence of foreign ſmuggled ſpirits, 
| [Referred to in Page 48th. ] 


The medium price of gin id Holland, per anker of ten gallons, 
Before the late law directing foreign ſmuggled ſpirits to be ſlaved, the frei 


ht, charges, 


L.o 15 O 


and 


common allowance made the foreign ſmuggler, for running the riſk of ſeizure at ſea, and 
delivering the ſpirits upon the ſhore on the Weſt coaſt of Scotland, was, at a medium, o 7 6 


Total price per anker to the Britiſh ſmuggler, 


Or 3s. 6d. per gallon, 


Which he ſold to the conſumer at L. 2 108. per anker, or 58. per gallon. 
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The prime coſt of ſmuggled brandy was, at a medium, 1s. 8d. per gallon, or 168. 8d. per anker, 
and the freight, inſurance againſt ſeizure, and carriage, higher in proportion, than gin. 


But ſince the late law took 


above ſtated, 


place, the riſk of ſeizure and carriage 1s not a third part of the ſums 


lr ei Total amount on progreſſive duti FFF 4 „ 
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16th George III. 9 ©.2 o ( 2 0 0-4 o © 6 0. 110% @:383 -v o O 4rs] © © 95 
19th Ditto. 6 oO © o$| o | 24] o o ISj}'o © jr o #17 0:14.93 o © zr © © 11 
= "24th Ditto. - - 0 4 o © 421 © 1 © 0:4 9; $124 o O 7 F 1 62 
33d Ditto. 6 28 O 9 C44 8 1 8 „ 3 S380 6 o 1 III o 3 52 
2d George III. 3 2 © 42 oO 4 10 8 9 8 o 10 18:4 o O 4 o 3 ron 
14th Ditto. * m - Ps » O 11 0&2 0 4-0 o 510 || 3 4 2 0 © 4 oO 4 3 r 
20th Ditto. - - Five per cent. addedon Exciſe. o 3 22 3 7 4 © O 2 o 4 5 
21ſt Ditto. A Five per cent. added 00 3 28 3 10 7 o 0 2 4 87 
22d Ditto. - Ditto. | I o 3 25" 3 13 9 J © © 2 | © 4 10 
SO | ; | 
Tax above was the duty paid in Eng land prior to the 1ſt November 1784—But in Scotland the duty was 38. 9 d. per gallon of Spirits. 


1784, arc ſubje& to a duty of 28. 1 d. per gallon, of the ſtrength of one to ten over Hydrometer proof, both in 


